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A BRIEF MESSAGE FROM OUR CO-CHAIRS,
DARREN DIGHTON and JUDY POINTING:

This year has once again demonstrated
why FFT’s work remains so important.

At a time when Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities continue to face significant
inequalities, discrimination and barriers to
opportunity, FFT has remained steadfast

in championing rights, promoting inclusion,
celebrating culture and supporting
communities to thrive.

Over the past year, we have seen the impact
that determined advocacy, partnership
working and community leadership can
achieve. FFT has contributed to important
policy developments, including progress
towards reversing harmful anti-Traveller
legislation, influencing discussions around
planning reform and policing powers, and
supporting the inclusion of Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller communities within NHS patient
data collection. These achievements reflect
years of persistence and demonstrate the
positive change that can be achieved when
communities are heard and represented.

Alongside our policy and campaigning work,
FFT has continued to strengthen its influence
across the legal, health and criminal justice
sectors, ensuring that lived experience helps
shape policy, practice and decision-making.
We have also continued to celebrate culture,
identity and community pride through initia-
tives such as Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
History Month and the FFT Awards (which
took place on 20 April 2026 and sadly fall
out of the scope of this annual report

— more to come next year!).
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The 2025 Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History
Month theme was “Who Inspires You?”.

We were invited to reflect on those who make
a difference in our lives and communities.

It is therefore fitting that we recognise and
thank the many people who inspire us every
day: our dedicated staff team and leaders,
passionate volunteers, valued partners, loyal
supporters and fellow campaigners.

Most importantly, we thank the individuals,
families and communities whose experiences,
resilience and trust continue to guide our work
and shape our priorities.

As a Board, we remain committed to

ensuring FFT is a strong, sustainable and
effective organisation. Through robust govern-
ance, sound stewardship and a clear strategic
focus, we will continue to support FFT’s
mission and advocate for a society where
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities are
treated with dignity, fairness and respect.

Whilst challenges remain, this year has

shown the power of collective action and

the importance of maintaining hope. Together,
we look forward to continuing this work,
celebrating our communities and building

a more equal and inclusive future for all.

Darren Dighton
Co-Chair

Judy Pointing
Co-Chair
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Chief Executive’s Report

Dear reader,

I’'m pleased to welcome you to this year’s
Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT) Annual
Report 2026!

This year, a particular focus of our work has
been on tackling inequalities that have a
long-term impact on the ability of Gypsy and
Traveller people to live long and healthy lives.

Whether that’s co-developing resources to
help healthcare professionals meaningfully
engage with Gypsies, Roma, and Travellers, or
celebrating NHS England’s landmark decision
to align patient records with the 2021 census
ethnicity categories, after 15 years of tireless
campaigning by FFT.

As part of our multi-faceted approach, we’re
also proud of each of the 27 young Gypsies
and Travellers who gained a Level 2 RSPH
Young Health Champion qualification this year,
through our RSPH work. Along with an
educational qualification, this training can
help increase young people’s confidence in
changing habits and behaviours for the better,
from within their own communities.

Nationally, we saw a huge win as the
Government accepted an amendment to

the Crime and Policing Bill (CPB), and now the
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act’s
(PCSCA) 12-month ban has reverted back

to the original (pre-PCSCA) 3 months. With
planning reforms on the horizon, we also
supported more than 100 Gypsy and Traveller
people to feed into a government consultation
on planning and infrastructure.
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We partnered with the Fuel Bank Founda-

tion to help offset fuel costs and provide
much-needed gas bottles, electricity vouchers
and heating oil, creating real impact on the
ground. Over 115 Gypsy and Traveller people
accessed our scheme, which covered more
than £40,000 worth of tangible support.

This was a crucial service, and highlights how
important partnerships can be towards making
a real difference.

Our Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month
(GRTHM) theme this year saw us explore the
inspiration within;“Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
‘Heroes’ Month: Who inspires you?”. Many
stories of courage, ambition and hope came
from people from Romany Gypsy, Roma,

Irish Traveller, New Traveller, Showman

and Liveaboard Boater communities. It

was wonderful to see so much inspiration
grounded in family and heritage and
beautifully demonstrated the richness and
diversity of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people.

To all of our staff, trustees, volunteers and
partners, and most importantly, the people
we work with and for — thank you for the part
you play in our collective strive for a brighter
future. We asked the question, ‘What inspires
you?’ for this year’'s GRTHM theme, and

now it’s time to give our answer. You are the
ones that give FFT its drive for the better,
and you show us what it takes to be kind

and courageous every day. Together, we
continue on the path of dignity, justice,

and lasting change.

SARAH MANN
Chief Executive Officer
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OUR SERVICE DELIVERY TEAM HELPED
PEOPLE ACCESS OVER £100,000 WORTH
OF GRANTS FOR A RANGE OF ESSENTIAL
ITEMS INCLUDING FUEL, CLOTHING, AND
MUCH MORE.

OVER 100 ENGAGEMENT GROUPS WERE
DELIVERED, INCLUDING STEERING GROUPS,
FOCUS GROUPS, INTERVIEWS, WORKSHOPS
AND PANELS TO ADDRESS HEALTH AND
WELLBEING DISPARITIES.

MORE THAN 1,300 RECEIVED SUPPORT
WITH ACCOMMODATION [SSUES,
FINANCIAL WELLBEING, EDUCATION
AND DISCRIMINATION.
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Thank you for being a great support — I’'m always singing
your praises. | had been made to feel by others that | wasn’t
‘ill enough’...I want you to know that the work Jonathan and
the team are doing is valuable and seen. On the days it
feels hard, know | value you greatly.

- Marge

Going to the maternity focus group today meant a lot to me.

I lost my mum a few weeks ago and today was actually the first
time | had left the house since it happened. | wasn’t sure how

| would feel but being there turned out to be a really positive
experience. It felt good sharing my experience, | felt listened

to. It was like a safe space where everyone’s

experiences mattered.

¥/ 111111)%

One of the most insightful, interesting, thoughtful sessions
I've ever taken part in. The format was superb and so was
the content. | learnt so much and have come away with a
head full of questions and ideas.

- Training Participant ’ ’



In numbers

‘ 351 pieces of short advice
to community members and
professionals working with Glasspool grants:

‘the communities. 214 grants £67,667

Grants total: 392 grants

totalling £105,880

Supported 26
young people
to achieve a
qualification. Non Glasspool grants:
178 grants at £38,213

We have supported 561 Clients.

We supported them with...

Accommodation
Financials
Groups
Health
Education
Domestic Abuse
Discrimination

~.and more.

We supported to apply for,
maintain or appeal
54 benefit claims.




Our service delivery team helped people access
just under £350,000 of support in the form of

welfare benefits, and just over £100,000 in the 0'
form of grants for a range of essential items O'
including fuel, clothing and much more.

Supported people {0 get the benefits they
are entitled to, totalling almost £350,000.
This includes PIP, UC, Pension Credlt,

’ Housing-related benefits and child DLA.

We supported 11 people to
access a variety of urgent,
primary and secondary care
services (21 total) where they

Helped 25 people
gain long term
accommodation
and 10 to maintain
their current
accommodation.

were having difficulty accessing.

: Financial 122
Cases open during

the period: 1383
Employment y

Accommodation bc {0 )c Domestic Abuse 20

Hate/ Discrimination 12 Police/Prison

Education " Family

Health Benefits
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Spotlight

Winter can be a particularly difficult time for Gypsies and Travellers who continue to travel
through the colder months, or who live on Gypsy and Traveller sites and roadside camps.
As energy costs have skyrocketed over the last few years, against a backdrop of financial
scarcity and the cost-of-living-crisis, the pain and difficulties continue to compound.
Without the proper support, winter can be an extremely isolating time.

We have previously written about the extensive costs that families and individuals living on sites,
roadside camps and canals are exposed to, with many paying more than people who live in
bricks and mortar for effectively the same, if not less, energy access.

To offer some respite, we partnered with the Fuel Bank Foundation to help ensure Gypsy and
Traveller people can access vital support with fuel costs, gas bottles, electricity vouchers and
heating oil.

Through the scheme:

* More than 115 Gypsy and Traveller people received support with heating costs.
* We issued almost 190 grants for support and public health messaging.

* Covered over £40,490 worth of gas bottles, electricity vouchers and heating oil costs.

We are incredibly grateful to the Fuel Bank Foundation for helping us provide such a crucial
service, at a time when many social improvement programmes face devastating cuts.

FFT partnered up with DentAid to help deliver free dental care to site residents in Brighton.
This included a range of support such as tooth extraction, hygienist appointments, and general
oral health advice, for Gypsy and Traveller people of all ages. The feedback has been great and
we’re hoping to roll out the model across Sussex in the near future!

FRIENDS,
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https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Access-to-energy-for-Gypsies-and-Travellers-living-in-caravans.pdf
https://www.fuelbankfoundation.org/




Supporting Needs

Romany Gypsies, Roma and Irish Travellers face some of the poorest health and education
outcomes of any minority ethnic groups in the UK, contributing to a cycle of inequality—a cycle
often experienced by communities with shared traits of nomadic living, including New Travellers,
Showmen and Liveaboard Boaters. To tackle the issues at the root, we run workshops, training
and supported employability opportunities for young people, and offering information and
advice to families.

CHAMPIONING HEALTHIER LIVES

We have continued to build on our RSPH Young Health Champions programme. Working closely
with partners like London Gypsies and Travellers, 27 young Gypsies and Travellers now hold a
Level 2 RSPH Young Health Champion qualification. These health champions will go on to tackle
health and wellbeing disparities within their own communities.

We submitted evidence to the Government consultation on planning reforms, drawing on the
experiences of more than 100 Gypsy and Traveller people. We went a step further and created
an accessible, community-led resource to support direct responses from Gypsies and Travellers,
with over 30 Gypsies and Traveller engaging directly with the consultation. This work keeps
Gypsy and Traveller accommodation needs at the top of the agenda and can help effectively
influence emerging policy proposals.



https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/have-your-say-government-consultation-on-changes-to-planning-system/
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Our Season’s Giftings campaign once again spread holiday cheer to Gypsies and Travellers
across Sussex, with over 60 families receiving toys, food, or a gas bottle and helping take some
pressure out of daily life. Throughout our work, we aim to explore new and innovative ways

of supporting people from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities, and our Season’s Giftings
campaign is one of our favourites!

HEALTHCARE FOR ALL

We created a one-stop shop for healthcare professionals supporting Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
people, offering co-developed advice and insights. From leaflets to videos, our resources are
designed to support both individuals and healthcare professionals so effective and culturally
pertinent care can be available at the point of access.

INFORMING DECISIONS

We produced a series of eight animated short films offering clear, accessible information on
vaccinations for people from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities. We believe resources like
these can help address stark health inequalities and gaps in health education. The films were
co-developed with people from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities, in partnership with the
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and Roma Support Group (RSG).



https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/resources-for-healthcare-professionals/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVcBbVHmO3VWEJ-XwFCbYunpLOoGkGQvW

Challenging Laws and Policies

Tackling inequality requires action across systems; on the frontline, on the front benches, and
at the ‘table’. At FFT, we adopt a multi-pronged approach, from our Service Delivery Team’s
outreach to our Development Team’s national projects, to our policy, public affairs and national
campaigning work.

NHS DATA DICTIONARY

NHS England has taken a significant positive step by recommending that health bodies across
the UK include Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller people in patient data, aligning records with the 2021
census, in cases where “the design of a new product cannot wait until the joint...standards are
published”. This landmark decision is the result of 15 years of tireless campaigning by FFT,
alongside many dedicated activists and partners.

DEFENDING GYPSY AND TRAVELLER RIGHTS

After our legal tussling, the Government accepted an amendment to the Crime and Policing Bill
(CPB), in a major win for Gypsy and Traveller communities. As one of the most draconian forms
of anti-Traveller legislation in decades, the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act’s (PCSCA)
12-month ban has now reverted back to the original (pre-PCSCA) 3 months, since the CPB
passed through parliament in April 2026.

WORKING TOGETHER TO EFFECT CHANGE

In partnership with GATE Herts, we organised a parliamentary event focused on improving
support for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller victims and survivors of domestic abuse. The event
brought together parliamentarians, sector organisations and community members to share
evidence and lived experience, highlighting barriers to accessing support.

FRIENDS,
FAMILIES &
TRAVELLERS
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https://future.nhs.uk/DataArchitecture/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/government-submits-own-amendment-to-police-act/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/campaigns/police-act-what-you-need-to-know/

RAISING THE ALARM

Following the devastating fire at the Ver Meadows site, we called on the Government to
improve fire safety measures on Gypsy and Traveller sites along with greater investment in
site infrastructure. We also brought attention to the exclusion of site residents from key
housing standards and protections, including through work on the Decent Homes Standard.
Through highlighting poor site conditions at the national level, we strengthen our calls for
equal standards, protections, and investment in Gypsy and Traveller communities.

GYPSY TRAVELLER LAW NETWORK

FFT supported the launch of the new ‘Gypsy and Traveller Law Network’ (GTLN), made up of

legal professionals representing Gypsy and Traveller clients, specialising in accommodation and
site matters. This work can be life-changing for people seeking legal support, and GTLN will run
training, events, legal briefings and more.
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https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/fft-and-gateherts-raise-redbourn-fire-with-government/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/fft-calls-on-government-to-include-protection-of-site-residents-in-decent-homes-standard/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/gypsy-traveller-law-network-launched/

Cultures and Histories

GYPSY, ROMA AND TRAVELLER ‘HEROES’ MONTH

2025’s GRTHM theme was “Gypsy, Roma and Traveller ‘Heroes’ Month: Who inspires you?”,
which explored the stories behind some of the incredible people who make up Romany Gypsy,
Roma, Irish Traveller, New Traveller, Showman, and Liveaboard Boater communities. As part

of our GRTHM work, we create brochures and booklets for schools and prisons, a digital
engagement pack, and a beloved competition!

TRAVELLING TALES

This year, Crystal’s Vardo focused on performances in churches, with a launch at the Gypsy,
Roma, Traveller Friendly Churches Conference at Salisbury Cathedral in May, followed by a
series of performances, with an audience of approximately 700 people! We also delivered a
performance at the Beamish Museum, an open-air living museum in County Durham, with
support from the Church of England. By focusing on new spaces and audiences, we continue
to tackle hate and increase people’s knowledge of the histories and cultures of Gypsy, Roma
and Traveller communities!

KUSHTI COLLABORATIVE

Our Kushti Collaborative Pan Sussex Project came to an end in 2026, after three years of
delivering heritage crafts and wellbeing events, including basket weaving, blacksmithing

and horseshoe painting groups. We welcomed around 250 Gypsy and Traveller people at
our Stoneywish community day, alongside a well-attended Christmas event in our hometown,
Brighton. All our activities were co-designed with community members, helping to build
confidence, reduce isolation and strengthen connection across Gypsy, Roma and

Traveller communities!
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https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/gypsy-roma-traveller-history-month-all/fft-announce-grthm-2025-theme/




Projects o i,

We continue to focus on delivering meaningful projects for
long-term change for the benefit of Irish Traveller, Romany
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities.

TRAPPED IN THE TURNSTILE: ONE YEAR ON

Following our landmark_Trapped in the Turnstile report, released in 2024, FFT joined the HMPPS
Race and Disparities Unit 3rd Sector Advisory Group and continued to influence policy and
practice by engaging with over 130 EDI and Gypsy, Roma and Traveller leads in prisons.
Alongside establishing direct engagement with over 150 Gypsies, Roma and Travellers across

21 prisons, FFT has been part of important discussions Lord Timpson, Minister of State for
Prisons, Parole and Probation, on the impact of the Sentencing Act 2026.

NATIONAL MATERNITY AND NEONATAL INVESTIGATION

Through co-designed family evidence panels and tailored support delivered alongside Roma
Support Group, 29 Gypsies, Travellers, and Roma shared experiences of maternity care as part
of the major National Maternity and Neonatal Investigation (NMNI). The project identified barriers
to specialist psychological support, with 10 participants going on to access vital therapy sessions
through PAM Group.

TACKLING THE ‘BAD THING’

In partnership with the Northeast London Cancer Alliance (NELCA), 13 Health Champions from
Roma, Irish Traveller and New Traveller communities are now equipped to promote cancer
awareness and access to screening services from within their communities. Feedback showed
confidence in discussing cancer screening increased from 58% to over 90%, and the project was
nominated as a regional champion in the NHS Excellence Awards.



https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/a-very-important-report-though-a-depressing-read-trapped-in-the-turnstile-one-year-on/

Reports and

Responses

CLICK TO VIEW ONLINE

To continue targeting injustice at all levels, we carry out
evidence-based policy research. Find some of our key
research and reports from the past year below:

Submission to House of Lords inquiry into childhood immunisation rates
Friends, Families and Travellers, April 2026

FFT response to the proposed changes to the National Planning Policy

Framework and Planning Policy for Traveller sites
Friends, Families and Travellers, February 2026

House of Lords Briefing for the Crime and Policing Bill
Friends, Families and Travellers, February 2026

HPV Vaccination in Gypsy and Traveller Communities: Guidance for

Professionals
Friends, Families and Travellers, March 2026

Improving Hepatitis Awareness and Access for Gypsy, Roma and

Traveller Communities
Friends, Families and Travellers, March 2026

House of Lords Committee Stage Briefing: The need for

increased and improved Gypsy and Traveller site provision
Friends, Families and Travellers, September 2025

Methodology report of vaccination films for Gypsy, Roma and

Traveller communities
Friends, Families and Travellers, April 2025
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https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Child-Immunisation-Inquiry_FFT-submission-22-April.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/NPPF_PPTS_FFT_submission-1.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/NPPF_PPTS_FFT_submission-1.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/HoLReportStage_Briefing_CPB_PCSCA_Feb2026.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/HPV-Vaccination-in-Gypsy-and-Traveller-Communities-Guidance-for-Professionals.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/HPV-Vaccination-in-Gypsy-and-Traveller-Communities-Guidance-for-Professionals.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/HPV-Vaccination-in-Gypsy-and-Traveller-Communities-Guidance-for-Professionals.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Insight-report-Hep-C.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Insight-report-Hep-C.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Briefing_HoL_Planning-Bill_GypsyTravellerSites_Sept2025.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Briefing_HoL_Planning-Bill_GypsyTravellerSites_Sept2025.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Vaccine-Resources-Methodology-Report.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Vaccine-Resources-Methodology-Report.pdf

FINANCE

Statement of financial activities (Incorporating an income and expenditure account).
For the year ended 31 March 2026.

Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds funds funds
2026 £ 2026 £ 2026 £ 2025 £ 2025 £ 2025 ¢

:E":‘ICD%'V‘:\',E Nfg‘:q':;s Notes as restated as restated as restated
FROM
Donations
and legacies 855,112 846,326 1,701,438 741,099 1,115,201 1,856,300
Charitable a
activities 101,496 57,614 159,110 115,331 - 115,331
Investments 5 31,973 - 31,973 21,103 - 21103
Other income © 37100 - 37,100 38,345 - 38,345
Total income 1,025,681 903,940 1,929,621 915,878 1,115,201 2,031,079

EXPENDITURE

ON:

Charitabl

o7 812,456 956,239  1768,695 679,591 1,046,526 172617
Total expenditure 812,456 956,239 1,768,695 679,591 1,046,526 1,726,117
Net income/(expenditure)
and movement in funds 213,225 (52,299) 160,926 236,287 68,675 304,962
Reconciliation of funds:

Fund balances at 1 April 2025 631’945 73’277 705’222 395’658 4’602 4007260
Fund balances at 845,170 20,978 866,148 631,945 73,277 705,222

31 March 2026

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year. All incon and expenditure derive

from continuing activities.
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In the
INCWS

CLICK TO VIEW ONLINE

We raise awareness of the inequalities faced by Gypsy, Roma
and Traveller communities so that the public are equipped with

information that enables them to hold the government to account.

‘Challenging injustice’ - Gypsy Traveller Law Network Launched
Travellers’ Times

Government set to abolish “harshest” anti-Traveller Police Act power
Travellers’ Times

What does the law say about unauthorised encampments?
BBC News

Government must include rented Traveller pitches in new Decent Homes

Standard push — says charity
Travellers’ Times

MP’s warning over development of Traveller sites
BBC News

Safety fears for Cambridge University rowers with fair date clash
The Times

Travellers’ sites could spark unrest — council leader
BBC News

Hunt calls for action after traveller sites appear
BBC News

FRIENDS,
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https://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/features/challenging-injustice-gypsy-traveller-law-network-launched
https://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/news/2026/02/government-set-abolish-harshest-anti-traveller-police-act-power
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cg73nr5zdllo
https://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/news/2025/09/government-must-include-rented-traveller-pitches-new-decent-homes-standard-push-says
https://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/news/2025/09/government-must-include-rented-traveller-pitches-new-decent-homes-standard-push-says
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2010p4z7y5o
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/education/article/cambridge-university-rowers-boat-race-may-bumps-midsummer-fair-c68xnvz8k
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cz9jyq2kp42o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c203n4dgl1po
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OUR FUNDERS AND PARTNERS

AB Charitable Trust

Access to Justice Foundation
Barrow Cadbury

Blagrave Trust

Brighton and Hove City Council
Chalk CIliff Trust

Charlotte Marshall Charitable Trust
Chichester District Council

Choice Support

Department of Health and Social Care, Public Health England and NHS England
Disrupt Foundation

Dulverton Foundation

East Sussex County Council

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
Fidelity Foundation

Garden Court Chambers

Garfield Weston Foundation
Gatwick Airport Community Fund
Gilead Sciences

Henry Smith Charity

Irish Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade: Emigrant Support Programme
Irish Youth Foundation

John Ellerman Foundation

Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust
Lawson Trust

Lewes District Council

Lloyds Bank Foundation

Lund Trust

Manchester Metropolitan University
Marsh Charitable Trust

Moving for Change

NHS England

National Lottery Community Fund
National Voices

North London ICB

Oak Foundation

Oxford University

Paul Hamlyn Foundation

Pebble Trust

Social Investment Bank

South Downs Housing Association
Sport England

Sussex Community Foundation
Sussex ICB

Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner
The Legal Education Foundation
Tudor Trust

Together Co

The Ubele Initiative

UKSHA

University of Sussex

University College London

West Sussex County Council

West Sussex Mind

William Allen Young Charitable Trust




Our favourite moment

SPARKS FLEW (QUITE LITERALLY!) AS GYPSY
AND TRAVELLER PEOPLE CAME TOGETHER
WITH ARTIST JAKE BOWERS TO CO-DESIGN AND
FORGE SOMETHING SPECIAL: A LARGE-SCALE
SCULPTURE OF A ROMANY GYPSY WOMAN,
‘DAI POOV’: ROMANI MOTHER EARTH.

ACROSS THREE JOYFUL SESSIONS, NEWCOMERS
AND EXPERIENCED HANDS WORKED SIDE BY
SIDE, MASTERING FIRE, TOOLS AND METAL, AND
CHEERING EACH OTHER ON.

FOR ONE PARTICIPANT, IT MEANT FINALLY TRYING
A CRAFT SHE'D WATCHED FROM THE SIDELINES
AS A CHILD, SHAPING THE SCULPTURE’S
HAIR WITH PRIDE.

MORE THAN A PIECE OF ART, IT BECAME
A SHARED SYMBOL OF HERITAGE,
RECOGNITION AND BELONGING, A PROUD,
HANDS-ON CELEBRATION OF ROMANY
CULTURE IN SUSSEX
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Contact Details:

Address
Friends, Families and Travellers
Community Base
113 Queens Road
Brighton
BN1 3XG

Telephone 01273 234 777
Email fft@gypsy-traveller.org
Like us on Facebook
/FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

Follow us on Instagram
@FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

Follow us on Twitter
@GypsyTravellers

View us on Youtube

/FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

gypsy-traveller.org

Charity Number:
1112326




