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This pack is designed to help you mark and celebrate Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History 
Month (GRTHM) from wherever you are, online. 

The rich and diverse histories, traditions and cultures of Irish Traveller, Romany Gypsy, 
Roma, New Traveller, Boater and Showmen communities deserve to be celebrated far and 
wide, and this pack offers guidance on how you can take part, and the tools you need to 
get started.

We can’t wait to see what you do this June! 

From all of us at Friends, Families and Travellers…

We hope you have a brilliant Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month 2025!

Welcome to our Education Pack for Gypsy, Roma 
and Traveller History Month 2025! 
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BEFORE WE 
GET STARTED...

It’s important when teaching or learning about Romany Gypsy, Roma, Irish 
Traveller, Showmen, Liveaboard Boater and New Traveller people, to emphasise 
the distinct histories, cultures and heritages of these communities. Just like all 
communities, there are things that are shared and things that are not–no one 
group is the same as another!

If you’d like to learn more, head over to gypsy-traveller.org or get in touch!

The Report of the Commission on Itinerancy 
is the first systematic attempt by the Irish 
government to settle Travellers in Ireland, 
aiming to force families o� the road, into 
bricks and mortar accommodation.9

People with Roma heritage travelled from 
northwest India as prisoners, slaves and
soldiers.

Theories suggest 60,000 Roma people were 
forcibly enlisted to the army of Mahmud of 
Ghazni and after his death, were expelled from 
Indian territories and driven to nomadism.1

The planning definition of ‘Traveller’, which 
states anyone not travelling for more than 12 
months, even if due to old age or ill-health, 
is not considered a ‘Traveller’, is declared 
‘discriminatory’ by the Court of Appeal, in a 
casesupported by Friends, Families and 
Travellers (FFT).

Ancient laws in Scotland recognise a 
community of people called ‘tinklers’ from 
their occupation as tinsmiths.

They are viewed di�erently to mainstream 
society, seen to have their own customs
and dialect.2

Roma people in the territories of modern day 
Romania were taken as slaves and forced to 
work in monasteries, mines and in fields.

Slaves were the property of their owners, 
bought and sold in their hundreds. It was not 
until 1856 that the Moldovian and Wallachian 
Assemblies abolished slavery within their 
principalities.3

Romany Gypsies first recorded in England 
were incorrectly thought to have travelled 
from Egypt.

In 1530, Henry VIII’s ‘Egyptians Act’ expelled 
Romany Gypsies in England. In 1554, Queen 
Mary ruled that being a Gypsy was punishable 
by death.

Irish people began to split from the general 
population around 12 generations ago in the 
1600s - ‘an lucht siúil’ (the walking people) 
became known for storytelling and sharing 
songs from city to city.

Roma and Sinti people, sometimes called the 
‘forgotten victims’ of the Holocaust were 
deported to concentration camps, subject  to 
mass murder and horrific medical  experimenta-
tion by Nazi soldiers.
Over 200,000 Roma and Sinti were murdered or 
died as a result of starvation or disease.

Irish Travellers recognised in British law as an 
ethnic group, following a legal challenge in 
court brought by eight individuals refused 
service at five pubs in London.

Following expansions of the European Union, 
there is an increase in migration of Roma
people to the UK from across Europe.

Scottish Gypsy Travellers recognised as an 
indigenous minority ethnic group in Britain.12

Irish Travellers are recognised as a distinct 
ethnic group in Ireland, and recognised as 
Ireland’s only indigenous community.13

Eileen Flynn becomes the first Irish Traveller to
become a senator in Ireland. 

The High Court rules that Local Authorities 
are no longer able to issue blanket bans on 
Gypsies and Travellers stopping on parcels of 
land, recognising that ‘the Gypsy and Traveller 
community have an enshrined freedom not to 
stay in one place but to move from one place 
to another’.14

The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts 
(PCSC) Act becomes law. The new law means 
nomadic Gypsy and Traveller people are at 
risk of having vehicles (homes) confiscated, 
fines and imprisonment.

2021 Census has for the first time ever 
included ‘Roma’ as an ethnic category, with 
the o�cial population declared at over 100,000 
people.

Population increases are also seen for Romany 
Gypsy and Irish Traveller people.

Supreme Court rules ‘Anti-Traveller’ wideinjunctions have a 
negative impact on Gypsies’ and Travellers’ ability to pursue a 
nomadic way of life, but rejected an appeal lodged by FFT, 
London Gypsies and Travellers (LGT) and Derbyshire Gypsy 
Liaison Group (DGLG), against the granting of wide injunctions 
against ‘Persons Unknown’. 

The Equality and Human Rights Commission 
finds Pontins Holiday Park acted ‘unlawfully’ 
against Irish Travellers, following an 
investigation into the holiday park’s blacklist 
of Irish-sounding names. 

1. https://kopachi.com/articles/a-new-look-at-our-romani-origins-and-diaspora-by-ronald-lee/ | 2. https://www.iriss.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-06/gt-timeline-A4-web.pdf | 3. https://romediafoundation.wordpress.com/2014/04/18/roma-slavery-in-the-romanian-territories-a-catch-22-of-history-and-recognition/# | 4. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2b36fr/revision/2 | 5. https://www.nature.com/articles/srep42187 | 6. https://www.historytoday.com/reviews/gypsies-england | 7. https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/nazi-persecution/the-porrajmos/ | 8. https://www.salford.gov.uk/-
schools-and-learning/info-for-parents-students-and-teachers/ethnic-minorities-andtravellers/traveller-wagon-project/history-of-wagons-and-wagon-building/ | 9. http://www.paveepoint.ie/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/AssimilationPolicies.pdf | 10. https://minorityrights.org/minorities/romagypsiestravellers/# | 11. https://www.romarchive.eu/en/roma-civil-rights-movement/sinti-and-roma-federal-republic-germany/ | 12. https://bemis.org.uk/docs/gypsy_travellers_in_contemporary_scotland.pdf | 13. https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/oireachtas/travellers-formally-recognised-as-an-ethnic-minority-1.2994309 | 
14. https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2020/01/27/court-of-appeal-upholds-the-right-to-roam-of-romany-and-travellers/ | Photograph of Eileen Flynn: “Creative Commons Seanad Éireann - First Sitting of the 26th Seanad - 29 June 2020” by Houses of the Oireachtasis licensed under CC by 2.0

GYPSY, ROMA AND TRAVELLER PEOPLE, CULTURES, AND TRADITIONS THROUGHOUT HISTORYGYPSY, ROMA 
AND TRAVELLER
HISTORY MONTH

New powers brought in by the Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 challenged 
at the High Court by Wendy Smith, a Romany 
Gypsy, with FFT and Liberty acting as
Interveners.
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2020

High Court declares parts of 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts Act 2022 (PCSCA) in 
breach of the European 
Convention on Human Rights.

Planning definition of ‘Traveller’ reverts 
to more-inclusive pre-2015 definition, 
which better reflects accommodation 
needs of many Gypsies and Travellers.

The UN’s Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights calls for repeal of 
PCSCA’s eviction powers against 
roadside camps.

May 2024December 2024March 2025

Click here for the full timeline

http://gypsy-traveller.org
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Timeline-GRTHM.pdf
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6 WAYS YOU CAN JOIN IN WITH GYPSY, ROMA 
AND TRAVELLER HISTORY MONTH ONLINE

ENGAGE WITH GYPSY, ROMA AND TRAVELLER 
ORGANISATIONS ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

There are countless organisations up and down the country tackling the root causes of 
inequalities and working with Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people directly to help secure a 
bright future, free of discrimination. Keep up to date and offer support by engaging with 
them on social media! 

If you don’t know where to start, take a look at our Services Directory which lists a wide 
range of organisations, from One Call Away, to Romany & Traveller Family History Society.

CELEBRATE ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Show your support to Romany Gypsy, Roma, Irish Traveller, and travelling  communities 
this June by sharing the significance of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month with your 
followers, and how you plan to celebrate. 

By taking part, you will help raise awareness and forge solidarity with people and 
organisations you might not have come across otherwise. 

You can come up with your own social media posts or use the text and image templates 
we’ve provided on page 8 – don’t forget to tag us and use the #GRTHeroesMonth and 
#GRTHM25 hashtags! 

ENCOURAGE LEARNING ABOUT THE BARRIERS 
GYPSY, ROMA AND TRAVELLER PEOPLE FACE 

Romany Gypsy, Irish Traveller, Roma and nomadic communities face some of the highest 
levels of racially motivated abuse, social and economic deprivation, and poor access to 
health and employment.  

But, there are many organisations and individuals working to increase understanding, raise 
awareness, and make the world a better place. 

Whether it’s taking a stand against discrimination, or working to ensure services are more 
inclusive and accessible, here are some resources you can watch and share.

https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/services-directory/?wpv-service-offered%5B%5D=gypsy-roma-and-traveller-support-organisation&wpv_aux_current_post_id=5582&wpv_view_count=3041
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063714420185
https://rtfhs.org.uk/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/national-survey-exposes-racism-and-discrimination-faced-by-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-people/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/national-survey-exposes-racism-and-discrimination-faced-by-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-people/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/national-survey-exposes-racism-and-discrimination-faced-by-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-people/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SC2MaM3643U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SiIZFICeFDE
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SHARE THE LATEST NEWS ABOUT GYPSY, 
ROMA AND TRAVELLER COMMUNITIES TO 
YOUR FOLLOWERS
There is widespread prejudice and discrimination against Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
people, but by sharing news, information and new developments, you help normalise the 
daily realities of people from these communities. It’s a slow process, but a necessary one. 

If you’re unsure of what the latest news is, check out our website, Travellers’ Times or 
subscribe to our newsletter. 

GYPSY, ROMA AND TRAVELLER HISTORY 
MONTH DOESN’T HAVE TO END IN JUNE

There are lots of events, workshops, commemorations and remembrance days throughout 
the year, which you can be a part of.

Whether it’s sharing details of Kushti Bok’s annual commemoration Roma Holocaust Day on 
2 August, or taking up our training, there is always plenty to shout about!

HELP US BREAK DOWN BARRIERS

At Friends, Families and Travellers, we campaign for change at a local and national level. 
Sometimes, it’s about standing against draconian legislation, and sometimes it’s about 
working with Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people to create a clear pathway to possible long 
term change. 

But we always need more people to stand for what’s right, so do your part and encourage 
your online community to become campaigners for the rights of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
people.

You can always post your support of current campaigns as a school, class, or organisation 
on social media too – don’t forget to tag us!

https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/
https://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/
https://gypsy-traveller.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d25e35ea023314ca81a36b19c&id=6c4169f835
https://www.kushtibokdorset.co.uk/events
https://www.kushtibokdorset.co.uk/events
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/our-flagship-projects/inclusive-services-training/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/campaigns/part-4-no-more/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/campaign/what-matters-to-us-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-peoples-views-for-the-next-government/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/campaign/what-matters-to-us-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-peoples-views-for-the-next-government/
https://action.gypsy-traveller.org/page/90518/subscribe/1
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CELEBRATING GYPSY, ROMA AND 
TRAVELLER HISTORY MONTH ON SOCIAL MEDIA

This June, get talking about Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month on 
social media. We’ve made it as easy as possible by including template im-
ages and text (below) you can use!

Let us know what you get up to by using these hashtags: 

#GRTHeroesMonth
#GRTHM25

We’ll be sharing lots about GRTHM across June on our social channels. 
Follow us to keep updated! 

EXAMPLE POST:

Feel free to come up with your own –
don’t forget to use the hashtags and tag us! 

Click on

image to 

download:

If you’re from a Romany Gypsy, Traveller, or Roma 
background, we want you to know that you’re always 
welcome here.

This #GRTHM25, we’re taking the time to learn about 
the colourful histories of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
communities–come along! 

https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm/

https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/GRTHM25.jpg
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FRIENDS, FAMILIES 
& TRAVELLERS

Contact Details:
Address

Friends, Families and Travellers
Community Base
113 Queens Road

Brighton
BN1 3XG

Telephone 01273 234 777

Email fft@gypsy-traveller.org

Like us on Facebook
 /FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

Follow us on Instagram
@FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

Follow us on Twitter
@GypsyTravellers

View us on Youtube
/FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

gypsy-traveller.org

Charity Number:
1112326

#GRTHeroesMonth

Friends, Families and Travellers works to end racism and 
discrimination against Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people 
and to protect the right to pursue a nomadic way of life. 


