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Introduction

People from ethnic minority communities in Britain are, on average, more affected by the
environmental crises than White British people. This is mainly because of profound societal
inequity. If you're from an ethnic minority group, you are more likely to be in a low-income
household and facing the cumulative effect of historical and systemic racism and inequity, including
significant health inequalities.

The biggest risks for people from ethnic minority communities, particularly those in low-income
households, concern air pollution, climate change, and damage to the natural environment. In
addition, if you are from an ethnic minority community growing up in Britain today you will be
impacted in two ways — the impact now, plus the impact you will experience for the rest of your life.
You can read more about how the impact experienced in childhood is carried forward later in life in

our earlier briefing: How will young people be affected by the climate and nature crises?

Decisions over many environmental policies are devolved to the national level (Scotland, Wales,
and Northern Ireland) and, within England, to regional Mayors (where they exist) and local
authorities. Which policies are devolved and to what level differs across the nations and regions,
so where you live will determine which policies affect you. Our upcoming policy and powers
briefing will give more information on where decision making powers sit and what you need to

know about the main policies.

There have been some attempts to understand the impact of policy change on people from ethnic
minority communities. For example, the Greater London Authority assessed the impact of the
Ultra-low Emission Zone on the air quality experienced by London’s ethnic minority communities.
Activism by groups such as Sheffield Environment Network and Black Girls Hiking has brought
some attention to the impact of climate change and declining nature on ethnic minority
communities, as well as encouraging further activism. Meanwhile, training programmes such as
Black South West Network’s ‘Green Skills for Work and Business’ help young people develop skills
and expertise to work in the green economy. Nevertheless, people from ethnic minority
communities are less likely to be in a position to offer their solutions to environmental crises. For

example, people from ethnic minority communities are less likely to work in environmental

organisations and less likely to be in decision-making positions on policies.



https://www.thinknpc.org/resource-hub/everyones-environment-youth/
https://www.race-report.uk/
https://www.race-report.uk/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn01156/

The evidence of the impact of climate change and declining nature on Britain’s ethnic minority
communities is limited, mainly because it hasn’t been studied enough. Where evidence is
available, it often provides comparative information, showing the experience of ethnic minority
communities overall in comparison to White communities. In reality, experiences will vary between
different ethnic minority communities, so we need more granular data and analysis to understand

these nuances.

This briefing is for charities and funders working with people from ethnic minority communities. For
brevity we use the phrase ‘people from ethnic minority communities’ throughout unless the impacts
relate to a defined community. Where evidence exists, we have been specific about which

communities are affected.

The focus of this briefing is on people from ethnic minority communities in the UK. We don’t look at
impacts in other parts of the world, which could be far greater, and may impact the friends and

families of people in Britain, but are beyond the scope of this paper.

This briefing highlights many potential challenges, which may feel daunting, but charities and
funders can mitigate the danger to people from ethnic minority communities and push society to

maximise the benefits of a fair transition to a post-carbon and ecologically regenerative society.

Scope of this briefing

The scope of this briefing is UK-wide, with an additional focus on London in the evidence sections
of the appendix. We focused on London because it is one of the most ethnically diverse cities in
Britain and provides examples of how climate change and declining nature are affecting people

locally.

Whilst the scope of the project did not allow for detailed exploration of other cities, there will likely
be similar experiences in other major cities such as Manchester, Birmingham, Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Belfast, and Cardiff to name but a few. We have included evidence from these places

wherever possible within the scope of the research.

Needs and experiences of localities across the UK vary, so you should take a nuanced approach

when applying the findings of this paper to your own missions and programmes.



Methodology

This briefing was informed by a rapid literature review of the impact of the climate and nature
crises on people from ethnic minority communities, as well as available literature on the impact of
related government policies. This includes policy directly related to the environment (such as
biodiversity), as well as broader policy which significantly impacts the climate and nature crises
(such as housing). We focused on current UK policies and London policies set by the Greater

London Authority, but we have also indicated the impacts of some older policies.

As this work was rapid, we did not review the methodology or findings of the research referenced
in detail. In addition, some findings, particularly emerging issues, may require further investigation
and/or time for the evidence base to evolve further.

The impacts identified as part of this briefing may be positive, negative, or vary on a case-by-case
basis. We have judged some impacts to be negative, for example air pollution exacerbating lung
conditions; and some opportunities to be positive, for example the health benefits of access to
green spaces. Other issues are neither positive or negative and we have tried to simply highlight
links identified without judgement. For example, links between pollution and different experiences
of neurodiversity - which bring great richness to society as well as specific challenges for some
individuals. We have been transparent in our findings and leave those with lived, learned, and
practical experience to interpret the findings available with their greater subject expertise and

within a wider context.



Contents

1Y goTo [N ot o o PO PR PP PPPPR 2
SCOPE OF thiS BIIETING . ...ttt ekttt e s bbb e e nbn e e e s anneeee s 3
Y7111 o o (o] o o Y2 R 4

1O 0] 01T PP PP PP 5

Climate change and air POIULION ...........eiii ittt e bttt e e e st b e e e s aabre e e e anens 6
[ ] 0= Lo £ S PUTPPUPPPPRTTPN 6
IMPACtS Of GOVEINMENT POIICY ...ttt bb e s bt et e e s bbb e e e s sabe e e e s annneee s 10
Who could gain the MOSE? ... 12

OUF NALTUFAL ENVIFONIMENT ..ottt ettt e e e st et e e s bb e e e e aabe e e e e aabee e e e aabbeeeeanbbeeeeanbbeeeeanbneeeeanes 14
] = Lo £ TP PP PPPTR PSPPIt 14
IMPACtS Of GOVEINMENT POIICY ....iveiiieiiiiee ittt e bt e bbbt e e s bbb e e s aabe e e e s nnnneee s 15
Who could gain the MOSE? ... 16

Where we need more evidence and iNfOrMation ............ooiuuiiiiiiiii e 17

1070] 4 o) 111 1 PP PR P PP PUPRPTPPPPRRN 19
T e RN g T=T=Te Ky (o J= Tod 01V PO PP UPUPRPPPPPPTN 20
LT =B 1= PP PP PP PP PPUPRPPPPPRRN 20

The Everyone’s Environment Programime.........oooiuiieiiiiii ittt e 21
ACKNOWIEAGEIMENTS ...ttt ettt e e e st et e e e sa b bt e e e sab bt e e e aabb e e e e aabbeeeesabbeeeeanbneeeeanes 21

Appendix: Detailed fiINdINGS ... 23
Climate change and air pollution dir€Ct IMPACES .......ccciiuiiiiiiiiiie e e 23
Impacts of policy on climate change and air POIULION .............oviiiiiiiiiiiieieiiiieie e eeeeeeeeeaererererarar——.. 31
Natural eNVIFONMENT IMPACES ......veiiiiiiiiee ittt s bb et e e s bbb e e e s aabe e e e s bbb e e e s anbeeeesaanneeeas 38
Impacts of policies on the natural ENVIFONMENT ... e e 45



Climate change and air pollution

Impacts

Our climate is changing, we can expect more heatwaves, droughts, floods, and storms. The UK is
particularly at risk from heatwaves, with predictions that summer temperatures and extreme hot

days could rise up to 50% faster than the average rate of global warming. By 2070, UK winters will

be between 1°C and 4.5°C warmer and up to 30% wetter, and summers will be between 1 and 6°C

warmer and up to 60% drier.

Fossil fuels are the major driver of climate change, and of air pollution. The coroner’s conclusion

that poor air quality contributed to the death of nine-year-old Ella Kissi-Debrah was a stark

reminder of the real life and death impact of air pollution in Britain. It is also an indication that

environmental damage is impacting communities differently. The World Health Organization

identified the burden of disease attributable to air pollution as on a par with other major global
health risks such as unhealthy diet and tobacco smoking, and that air pollution is now the single

biggest environmental threat to human health.

Across the UK, 98% of Local Authorities report at least one climate hazard in their area, up from

75% in 2018. The top five most cited risks are: extreme heat, river flooding, urban flooding, heavy
rain, and coastal flooding. The top five groups Local Authorities cite as most affected are: Low-
income households, older people, people from ethnic minority communities, children and young

people, and vulnerable health groups.

The impacts of climate change and air pollution are largely determined by a social group’s pre-
existing vulnerability and resilience. The impacts are therefore more likely to be felt
disproportionately by those who experience socioeconomic inequalities, especially when these

relate to pre-existing health and living conditions.

Within and between ethnic communities there are variations in income level, for example many
households of Chinese ethnicity have a greater average income per adult than people from White

households. However, notwithstanding these income inequalities, low-income groups often include

a disproportionate number of people from ethnic minority communities.


http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2021/january/summer-heatwaves-uk.html
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/climate-change/effects-of-climate-change
https://ellaroberta.org/about-ella
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-09-2021-new-who-global-air-quality-guidelines-aim-to-save-millions-of-lives-from-air-pollution
https://cdn.cdp.net/cdp-production/cms/reports/documents/000/006/915/original/CDP_UK_Cities_Report_EN_%282%29.pdf?1678720265
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/who-has-the-highest-and-lowest-household-incomes/

People from ethnic minority communities (including Gypsies and Travellers) are more likely to live

in poverty than White peers and are also more likely to live in economically deprived, urban areas
that are at particular risk of environmental disadvantage. For example, 44 of the most deprived

local authority areas in England contain four times more “Black and minority ethnic groups” than

other areas. Bangladeshi, Pakistani and Black ethnic groups are the most likely to be living in

deprived neighbourhoods, and people in Bangladeshi, Pakistani, Chinese and Black ethnic groups

are twice as likely to be living on a low income as White counterparts.

Ethnic minority communities in general are more likely to live in private rented housing than White
British people (one-third vs 18%), and in overcrowded households (13.5% vs 2.8%), with 30.2% of

households in the Bangladeshi group being overcrowded. This shows a clear ethnic disadvantage

in the housing market.

Gypsy and Irish Traveller households are 7.5 times more likely to experience housing deprivation

than white households. Traveller sites are often in places others are not expected to live, such as
near sewage, refuse, industry, or motorways. According to one site resident “The main problem is
we are living in an industrial area. And it's the air quality, the smell, the dust, and the sound...the
recycling centre is just behind us — and the sound, the noise is a problem...and we also have a big
problem with rats”. The needs and experiences of Gypsy and Traveller communities are often

excluded from research, including on the social impacts of the climate and nature crises.

Health inequalities paint a parallel picture. Gypsy and Traveller, Bangladeshi, and Pakistani ethnic

minority communities have the poorest health outcomes across a range of indicators. Ethnic

minority communities experience a wide range of inequity in health outcomes and health care.
Some ethnic minority communities are up to 50% more likely than their White peers to report poor
health.

Racism is the root cause of ethnic inequalities in health. Professor Michael Marmot’s health

inequalities review found that air pollution plays a significant role in worsening health inequalities in

the UK. 85% of people living in areas with illegal levels of nitrogen oxide were also in the poorest
fifth of the population. This group is two-and-a-half times more likely to have chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease, twice as likely to develop lung cancer, and over a third more likely to have

asthma. People from ethnic minority communities are overrepresented in these groups.

In relation to climate change and air pollution, the most clearly evidenced impacts of on people

from ethnic minority communities are:

e Health issues from heatwaves — People from ethnic minority communities are more likely
to live in poorly adapted housing within urban areas particularly vulnerable to the impacts of

high temperatures. In research from the Universities of Birmingham and Nottingham, people



https://sticerd.lse.ac.uk/case/_new/publications/abstract/?index=5788
https://www.health.org.uk/sites/default/files/upload/publications/2020/Health%20Equity%20in%20England_The%20Marmot%20Review%2010%20Years%20On_full%20report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-environment/the-state-of-the-environment-the-urban-environment
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/uk-population-by-ethnicity/demographics/people-living-in-deprived-neighbourhoods/latest
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-report-of-the-commission-on-race-and-ethnic-disparities-supporting-research/ethnic-disparities-in-the-major-causes-of-mortality-and-their-risk-factors-by-dr-raghib-ali-et-al
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-report-of-the-commission-on-race-and-ethnic-disparities-supporting-research/ethnic-disparities-in-the-major-causes-of-mortality-and-their-risk-factors-by-dr-raghib-ali-et-al
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-report-of-the-commission-on-race-and-ethnic-disparities-supporting-research/ethnic-disparities-in-the-major-causes-of-mortality-and-their-risk-factors-by-dr-raghib-ali-et-al
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-report-of-the-commission-on-race-and-ethnic-disparities-supporting-research/ethnic-disparities-in-the-major-causes-of-mortality-and-their-risk-factors-by-dr-raghib-ali-et-al
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-report-of-the-commission-on-race-and-ethnic-disparities-supporting-research/ethnic-disparities-in-the-major-causes-of-mortality-and-their-risk-factors-by-dr-raghib-ali-et-al
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/housing/ethnic-disadvantage-in-the-housing-market-evidence-from-the-2011-census/
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/housing/ethnic-disadvantage-in-the-housing-market-evidence-from-the-2011-census/
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/housing/ethnic-disadvantage-in-the-housing-market-evidence-from-the-2011-census/
https://katharinequarmby.com/category/romanies-and-travellers/
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/health-people-ethnic-minority-groups-england
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/CC167_REF_Briefing_Paper_vs4.pdf
https://www.health.org.uk/publications/reports/the-marmot-review-10-years-on
https://www.health.org.uk/publications/reports/the-marmot-review-10-years-on
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/2022/11/20/racial-inequalities/#:~:text=Other%20key%20findings%20in%20the,ethnic%20background%20%E2%80%93%201.).
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/heatwaves-why-ethnic-minorities-uk-are-more-vulnerable-and-what-do-about-it

from ethnic minority communities said hotter temperatures are the worst impact of the
climate crises on their lives, with three in five already experiencing negative impacts of hotter

temperatures.

Economic harm from flooding — People from ethnic minority communities are no more
likely than their White peers to live in flood prone areas, however they are more likely to live
in rented accommodation without flood related insurance and therefore would experience
greater financial loss following flooding. Gypsy and Traveller communities can struggle to get

insurance on their homes.

Health issues from damp housing — People from ethnic minority communities are more
likely to be living in homes at risk of damp, which can be exacerbated by heavy rainfall even
without flooding. Damp and mould are common in Traveller sites despite regulatory

standards.

Health issues from living in areas of high air pollution — Research by the Runneymede

Trust and Greenpeace found that “Black, Asian and other minority residents” in cities live in

“air pollution sacrifice areas” — areas known to be permanently affected by pollution. This is
backed by multiple studies that make clear that areas with high air pollution include more

people from ethnic minority communities. Key health impacts are as follows:

- People from ethnic minority communities are more likely to have asthma. Evidence that
outcomes are poorer for UK-born people from ethnic minority communities than their
parents or grandparents born outside the UK suggests that the difference may be closely

related to the local environment.

- Long term exposure to air pollution has been associated with some cancers. However,
there are uncertainties around levels of cancer in people from ethnic minority groups.

There may be a lower incident level, or it may be lower screening levels.

- Long term exposure to air pollution has been associated with cardiovascular disease.
Cardiovascular disease is higher among people from Black and South Asian groups,

although the reasons are unclear.

- Long term exposure to air pollution has been associated with diabetes. In the UK, type
two diabetes is disproportionately prevalent among people from South Asia and outcomes
(such as going on to develop cardiovascular disease) are known to be poorer. However,

the reasons are unclear.


https://assets.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/62d83cf937af0a0d208d4501_FinalDesign5pm_compressed.pdf
https://assets.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/62d83cf937af0a0d208d4501_FinalDesign5pm_compressed.pdf

- African Caribbean people are three to five times more likely than any other group to be
diagnosed and admitted to hospital for schizophrenia. Air pollution is linked to

schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders.

Poor birth outcomes — Women from ethnic minority communities and their babies have
poorer birth outcomes. The reasons are complex, relating in large part to socio-economic
inequalities and racial discrimination. High exposure to air pollution increases the risk of
preterm birth, stillbirth, and low birth weight, with those living near busy roads most
vulnerable. Hotter temperatures have also been linked to pre-term birth and lower
birthweights. People born preterm are at high risk of an extensive range of lifelong health

issues.

Possible additional impacts, for which there is currently less evidence, include:

Risks to Traveller communities — It is believed that Traveller and Gypsy communities,
living in caravans, are at risk of harm from floods, heatwaves and air pollution as caravans
are not well adapted to climate change and their caravan sites are often placed on land
deemed unsuitable for housing, for example due to flood risk, and often in areas of high air
pollution. Gypsies, Roma and Travellers are not clearly identified in NHS data — so specific
health outcomes for Gypsies, Roma and Travellers have to be drawn from sources other
than NHS statistics.

Migration — On a global level, climate migration has already begun. In the UK we can expect
to welcome more migrants and see internal migration as people and their families move
away from areas becoming unhabitable, for example due to costal erosion, flooding, and
maybe also heat. Where people from ethnic minority communities have family overseas in
climate vulnerable areas, they may be more likely to experience emotional, financial, or

practical challenges in supporting their families in moving away from climate risks.

Increased vulnerability due to pre-existing health issues — Water-borne and vector-borne
diseases are likely to increase with warmer temperatures and flooding. People with reduced
immunity due to existing health conditions are particularly vulnerable to infection. For
example, those living with Sickle cell disease, which is particularly common in people with an

African or Caribbean family background.

More detail on all these evidenced and potential impacts can be found in the Appendix.



Impacts of government policy

Governments at different levels in the UK have tried to respond, at least in part, to the impacts of

climate change and air pollution. We have summarised the most relevant policies here, and you

can find more detail in our upcoming Powers and Policy briefing.

As with the direct impacts of our changing climate and air pollution, the impacts of these policies

are closely related to the wealth inequalities that people from ethnic minority communities are more

likely to experience.

In general, policies that reduce pollution should reduce the negative impacts listed above.

Likewise, the absence of these policies would likely exacerbate those impacts. We have therefore

focused this section on where there are specific findings on how policies will impact people from

ethnic minority communities, or where the impacts of these policies are unequal.

It should be noted that there is very limited evidence of the impact of policies on ethnic minority

communities as a whole and even less which is broken down by specific communities. We think

this is very likely to undermine the effectiveness of these policies, as they aren’t tailored to the

needs and experiences of different groups.

However, from the limited evidence that is available, our assessment is that the policies with the

greatest impacts on people from ethnic minority communities are in the following areas:

Renewable energy sources — Alongside policies to increase offshore wind farms, the main
renewable energy policies in the UK to date have given subsidies to people installing solar
panels and renewable heat technologies like heat pumps. Surveys showed that although
there was relatively high interest in installing solar panels among ethnic minority
communities, these tended to be people from higher socio-economic bands. People on
higher incomes were also more likely to benefit from subsidies for solar panels and heat
pumps, as communities with fewer savings (which includes Black African, Black Caribbean,
Pakistani and Bangladeshi communities) would be less likely to be able to afford the upfront
costs (even with a subsidy). The costs of the Feed in Tariff, and other subsidy schemes paid
for through energy bills, may also affect low-income groups more, as they spend more of
their income on energy. We could find no specific solar schemes or funding for caravans at

the national level, which may disadvantage Traveller communities.

Insulation schemes — Schemes over the past 20 years to reduce fossil-fuelled heating in
homes have successfully insulated homes with cavity walls and lofts. Many of these
schemes have targeted low-income groups and surveys show some appear to be reaching

more people from ethnic minority communities. However, very few homes with solid walls
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have been insulated, and there are limited government plans to do so. People on low-
incomes and in urban areas, among which people from ethnic minority backgrounds are
overly represented, are more likely to live in these uninsulated homes. People from Black
African, Black Caribbean, Pakistani and Bangladeshi communities have, on average, fewer
savings than their White peers, so may be less able to pay for more expensive insulation if
not fully subsidised. Many schemes that offer advice for keeping your home warm do not
account for the needs of Traveller communities. We couldn’t find any specific insulation

schemes or funding for caravans at the national level.

Active travel — Schemes to help people from ethnic minority communities walk and cycle
have numerous health benefits. More cycling and walking could prevent over 1,000 early
preventable deaths each year in England. This is not broken down by ethnic group. Although
rates of cycling vary, in cities people from ethnic minority communities are most likely to be
actively considering cycling. They may therefore be more likely to benefit from continued or
further policies to encourage active travel.

Electric vehicles — The government in England and Wales gave £1.3bn in subsidies to help
people buy electric vehicles between 2011 and 2021. People from ethnic minority
communities, particularly if they are Black, are less likely to own a car than their White peers,
and high-income households were far more likely to own electric vehicles, so it is likely that
people from ethnic minority communities are less likely to benefit from these subsidies.
Although the Scottish government still offers subsidies, particularly for used electric vehicles,

the government in England and Wales is no longer offering these subsidies.

Low emission zones and emission standards — Low emission zones either ban or charge
polluting cars to enter cities, whilst vehicle emission standards limit the amount of pollution
new cars can emit. In London, people from ethnic minority communities are more likely to
benefit from lower pollution levels that are a result of the Ultra Low Emission Zone and
associated policies. It has also been shown that inequality in exposure to air pollution
between different ethnic groups in London fell between 2013 and 2019. People from ethnic
minority communities are also less likely to have access to a car, so less likely to be affected
by low emission zone charges. People in low-income groups can also access scrappage
schemes to replace their vehicles. However, people from Asian communities make up a
disproportionate share of taxi drivers so are more directly economically affected by low

emission zone charges on those vehicles compared to other ethnic groups.

Public transport — Many regional leaders are calling for greater investment in buses, trams,

and trains to increase provision and reduce costs. Yet bus services in England and Scotland

11



are shrinking significantly. We found surprisingly little evidence of the impacts of policies to
increase public transport on people from different ethnic minority groups. In London, Black
people are proportionally the highest users of public transport, so would benefit most from

policies to increase provision, but could likewise be most affected by fare increases.

Fuel poverty — Fuel poverty is estimated to have significantly increased since energy prices
rose sharply in 2021. Policies to support people in fuel poverty have included insulation
schemes targeted at low-income groups, income support, and caps to energy bills. People
from ethnic minority communities are more likely to experience fuel poverty than their White
counterparts in England. However, the average fuel poverty gap (the reduction in fuel bills
needed to take a household out of fuel poverty) was lower for ethnic minority households
than for White households. Although there are policies to increase insulation and reduce the

number of cold homes (see above), they are failing to insulate solid-walled homes.

Skills and education — The environment sector has been identified as the second least
ethnically diverse sector in the UK, yet there are few policies to increase skills and jobs for
people from ethnic minority communities in ‘green’ sectors (such as renewable energy
production, sustainable agriculture, and retrofitting buildings). Students from ethnic minority
communities are more likely to desire a job that helps the environment than their White
British counterparts. However, without targeted intervention, women and young people from
ethnic minority communities are less likely to benefit from green jobs as fewer study STEM

subjects.

Overall economic benefits — The policies that would need to be introduced for the UK to
meet its net zero goal by 2050 (including those for businesses) are projected to increase real
disposable income, particularly for those on the lowest incomes by 2030 and 2050. We could

find no evidence of how this may affect people from ethnic minority communities specifically.

More detail on these policy impacts can be found in the Appendix.

Who could gain the most?

The people from ethnic minority communities with the most to gain from confronting climate

change and air pollution include:

People from ethnic minority communities in low-income households who are more
likely to be living in housing poorly adapted to our changing climate, more likely to be

disproportionately affected by air pollution and less likely to have access to green spaces

12



that help to keep homes cooler. Those in urban areas are particularly vulnerable. Although
these groups may have benefited from policies to improve insulation in some housing types
and from low emission zones, they may not have benefited as much from subsidies for
electric vehicles and solar panels. They will therefore benefit from better policies to improve

older housing types, renewable energy, public transport, and active travel especially in urban
areas.

Young people from ethnic minority communities will benefit from targeted interventions
to increase diversity of those studying STEM subjects and entering related careers as it will

give them greater access to green jobs.

Migrants are more likely to face financial, housing, and food insecurity. As yet it is unclear
how our immigration system, or mechanisms for supporting internally displaced people, will
respond.

13



Our natural environment

Impacts

Alongside a changing climate, we’re also damaging the natural world through our use and pollution

of land, water, and habitats. Biodiversity loss (the reduction in the number of genes, individual

organisms, species, and ecosystems) is rooted in human behaviours that harm species or the

ecosystems they live in, including intensive farming; building on green spaces; chemicals in our

farms, homes and industries; untreated sewage in rivers and seas; plastic pollution; and general

overconsumption of products whose creation demands nhatural resources such as precious metals,

water, or agricultural products. More than 40% of species are in decline in the UK, with the UK now

at the bottom of the G7 league table for how much biodiversity it has left.

For the same reasons as noted in the previous sections, all the impacts on people from ethnic

minority communities of our declining natural environment can be explained by societal inequity.

The most clearly evidenced impacts on people from ethnic minority communities of our declining

nature are:

Zoonotic diseases like Covid-19 may be more likely to cause illness, and even death,
among people from ethnic minority backgrounds as experienced during the Covid-19
pandemic. Whilst causal effects are uncertain, there is evidence that existing health

inequalities, housing and employment also played a key role.

Food security and quality is reducing due to our intensive farming and industrial
practices, and people from ethnic minority communities on lower incomes are particularly
vulnerable to increases costs of food with high nutritional value and low toxicity exposure

(e.g., organic produce).

Access to green space is less amongst people from ethnic minority communities due to a
combination of poor quality and quantity of green spaces near to homes, fewer
opportunities to visit national parks, and greater likelihood of living in tower blocks. Barriers
are practical, financial, cultural, and exacerbated by experiences of racism when accessing
the countryside. This means that many people from ethnic minority communities are

missing out on a myriad of mental and physical health benefits.
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https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/projects/48398rspb-biodivesity-intactness-index-summary-report-v5-1-1.pdf

Possible additional impacts, for which there is currently less evidence, include:

e Health risks due to localised pollution — Waste management installations, including
incinerators and landfill, have long been suspected to be hazardous to health, but causality
is hard to demonstrate. People from ethnic minority communities are more likely to be living

close to potentially hazardous sites.

Impacts of government policy

As with climate change and air pollution, governments at different levels in the UK have tried to
respond, at least in part, to the impacts listed above. We have summarised the most relevant

policies below.

We found fewer examples of policies to improve our natural environment compared to those to
reduce emissions, and even less evidence of the impacts on people from ethnic minority

communities — or indeed the broader population.

The areas where we assessed there could be the greatest policy impacts on people from ethnic

minority communities are:

e Access to green space — Policies to increase the amount and quality of green space, and
access to it, are largely determined by national and local planning policies. We found little
evaluation of these policies and their impacts on people from ethnic minority communities.
However, under recent policies, the total proportion of urban greenspace in England has
declined, as has the quality. As people from ethnic minority communities, particularly people
who are Black, are more likely to live in urban areas, they are more likely to lose out through
this. Policies to create more green spaces in urban neighbourhoods can bring greater
benefits to people from disadvantaged groups, including the social inclusion of migrants and

asylum seekers.

¢ Water and land pollution — The main policies to reduce pollution of land and water are
regulations on water companies, industries, and agriculture to limit the amount of sewage,
chemicals, and agricultural products that flow into rivers, seas, and the land. We found little

analysis of the impact of these policies on people as part of this review.

« Food policies — Policies related to food focus on reducing the environmental harm of
farming on the natural environment. We found little evidence of the impact of these policies

and the quality of food they produced on people from ethnic minority communities.
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Who could gain the most?

The people from ethnic minority communities with the most to gain from positive nature action

are:

o People from ethnic minority communities in low-income households and urban areas
who are less likely to have access to nature and more likely to live next to potentially toxic

industries.

e Ethnic minority communities with existing health conditions who may be more
vulnerable to zoonotic diseases (that jump from animals to humans) like Covid-19.
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Where we need more evidence and information

As this was a rapid evidence review, there will undoubtedly be evidence we have not included. In
some cases, the gaps in evidence and information on the impact of the climate and nature crisis

seem clear. In other cases, the challenge is that we simply do not yet know what the longer-term
effects will be.

One clear gap in understanding is around environmental mental health risks for people from ethnic
minority communities. For example, research from the US suggests that the mental health of
people from ethnic minority communities may be worst affected following natural disasters,
particularly for African Americans. The reasons for this are unclear, complex, and varied. Proposed
reasons include years of internalised racism being triggered, the cumulative effect of trauma from
racial dissemination, unequal healthcare, and those in lower-income households having inequitable
access to resources and living in less well adapted housing. Whether these findings transfer to the

UK context is unclear, but we do know that mental health support in the UK is generally poorer for

people from ethnic minority communities.

Evidence of the impact of the climate and nature crises on ethnic minority communities is growing.
However, some groups are still largely excluded from consideration. For example, the needs and
experiences of Gypsy and Traveller communities are often excluded from research, including on

the social impacts of the climate and nature crises.

There are also several policy areas where there is very little evidence of the impact of policies on
people from ethnic minority communities, or at least little that we could find. This includes policies
focused on public transport programmes, ‘green’ skills and jobs, and the economic costs and
benefits of a changing environment. The largest gaps in evidence appear to be on the impact of
policies to improve nature, green spaces, and food production on people from ethnic minority

communities where we often found little to none.

Overall, there are few UK-level evaluations of the impact of government climate or nature policies
on people from ethnic minority communities, or indeed on anyone. Where these exist, mentions of

people were often no more than a few sentences. This is a significant gap.

This review did not consider the impacts of environmental change and policies on people outside

of the UK. Policies that ‘offshore’ production of goods consumed in the UK (and associated
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emissions); encourage technologies that rely on precious metals mined in other countries; rely on
other countries to process and dispose of waste; or rely on other countries to grow food that people
in the UK consume could all have significant impacts on people in those countries and should be

considered alongside the impacts highlighted in this briefing.

In general countries in the global south and low-lying island states will be more affected than the

global north. However, the picture is more nuanced, for example, the Germanwatch Institute’s

Global Climate Risk Index reported in 2020, based on the impacts of extreme weather events and

the socio-economic losses they cause, that Japan, the Philippines and Germany were the places
most affected by climate change at that time; followed by Madagascar, India, Sri Lanka, Kenya,
Rwanda, Canada and Fiji. However, looking at the places most affected by wildfires in 2020,
Turkey, Greece, Italy, France, Algeria, Lebanon, Jerusalem, the USA, Siberia, and Australia were
hardest hit.
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Conclusions

People from ethnic minority communities will be affected by the climate and nature crises more

than others because of systemic inequity and racism.

People from ethnic minority communities living in low-income households and those already
experiencing health inequalities are most vulnerable to the impacts of the climate and nature

crises.

There appears to be the greatest body of evidence of the negative impact of the environmental
crises on people from ethnic minority communities’ physical and mental health. However, we also

found evidence of the impact of the crises on income, skills, and jobs.

Our evidence review suggests that policies to reduce pollution and mitigate climate change have
had mixed impacts on people from minority ethnic communities. Policies to increase solar panels,
electric vehicles and renewable heat technologies are least likely to have benefitted people from
ethnic minority communities. Yet policies to improve insulation and public transport and that
introduce low emission zones are likely to benefit some people from ethnic minority communities,

although with notable exceptions.

There are indications that effective policies, although not currently in place in some areas, could
bring greater benefits to people from ethnic minority communities, particularly those on low

incomes.

Ethnic minority communities are under-represented in mainstream organisations campaigning on
climate change, and the environment and conservation professions are amongst the least diverse

in the UK. There are however signs that the environment sector is working to redress this inequity

and to better include people from ethnic minority communities in identifying potential solutions.

Our evidence review has shown that not all people from ethnic minority communities will be

affected equally:

e People from ethnic minority communities in low-income households and urban areas are less
likely to have access to nature and more likely to live next to potentially toxic industries. They

are also more likely to be living in housing poorly adapted to our changing climate, more
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likely to be disproportionately affected by air pollution, and less likely to have access to green

spaces that help to keep homes cooler.

e People from ethnic minority communities with existing health conditions may be more

vulnerable to zoonotic diseases (that jump from animals to humans) like Covid-19.

e Migrants are more likely to face financial, housing, and food insecurity. As yet it is unclear
how our immigration system, or mechanisms for supporting internally displaced people will

respond to climate migration.

There are gaps in research, understanding and policy — especially around climate adaptation and
restoring nature — that must be addressed to ensure that government policies and the actions of
others ensure that all people benefit from them.

Who needs to act now?

Whilst policy makers have a key role to play, people from ethnic minority communities and the
organisations supporting them have significant agency. We recommend to organisations
supporting ethnic minority groups, including charities and funders, that their response should move
beyond greening their operations. The impact of the climate and nature crises will impact their
mission and programmes and that is where they can make the greatest impact. As such we
encourage charities and funders to discuss the content of this briefing with their programme,

strategy, and policy teams as well as senior management and trustees.

What next?

Our next briefing will highlight the policies that people from ethnic minority communities would like
to see government introduce, and the actions they would like charities and other organisations to

take.
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The Everyone’s Environment Programme

This briefing was developed as part of the NPC-coordinated Everyone’s Environment programme,

a collaboration of over 40 social and environmental charities and funders to empower people from
different social groups to have their needs reflected in environmental decision making and policy.
We are publishing similar briefings on other social groups in the UK, for example young people,
disabled people, and older people. To get involved in the programme please get in touch, and stay
up to date with related publications and events by signing up to NPC’s newsletter.

The global recognition of the need to change how we engage with the natural environment makes
this one of the greatest opportunities to reimagine and create a society that humanity has ever had.
Transitioning to a post-carbon and nature friendly economy offers a new opportunity for funders
and charities to address longstanding inequalities. We can build a fairer society where we heal the
damage done to our environment and strengthen our communities in the process; where charities
and funders empower different social groups to shape society’s response to the environmental
crises; and where together we find solutions that improve life for all sections of society whilst

protecting and restoring our environment.
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Appendix: Detailed findings

This briefing was compiled in early 2023 based on the following research. More research is emerging all the time.

Due to the high-level nature of this review, in the London evidence policy impacts of the table, we have focused on policies and programmes

run at the pan-London level, largely by the Mayor of London and Transport for London.

Climate change and air pollution direct impacts

Impact
Risk of harm
from high
rainfall and

floods

Evidence: UK-wide
Evidenced

e According to the Environment Agency, one in six properties in

England are already at risk of flooding, with more than five
million people living and working in places at risk of flooding

from rivers or the sea. People from ethnic minority communities

are, in general, at no greater risk of flooding than the general
population in England and Wales. In Northern Ireland the
proportion of people living in the most vulnerable
neighbourhoods is much greater than elsewhere in the UK, with
the most significant disadvantage seen in Belfast. Ethnic
diversity is, however, low. The picture is similar in Scotland.

e  Ethnic minority communities are more likely to have lower
incomes and more likely to live in rented accommodation,

leading to significantly lower levels of flood insurance and

Evidence: London

Evidenced

The GLA and Bloomberg's interactive climate risk maps show

that whilst not universal, there is a strong correlation between

flood risk and diversity of the local population.

According to the Mayor’s office:

* A quarter of London’s rail stations and 10 per cent of

the rail network could face flooding in the future

+ 1lin 5 schools — and almost half of hospitals — are
either totally or partially at risk of flooding

»  Over 200,000 properties in our city are at risk of
surface water flooding.

Eighty-five sites on the London Underground are at high and

rising risk of flooding.

Level
Mix of
evidenced and

less evidenced.
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/apr/10/57-tube-stations-high-risk-flooding-london-underground-report

Impact

Evidence: UK-wide

therefore higher financial hardship if flooded. Even if not

flooded, rain levels can contribute to damp housing. Mixed
White and Black Caribbean (13%), Bangladeshi (10%), Black
African (9%) and Pakistani (8%) households were more likely to
have damp problems in their homes than White British
households (3%).

Less evidenced

Often the least privileged in our communities are those hardest
hit. For example, when New York was flooded in the summer of
2021, almost all of those who died were poorer people living in
basement flats.

Gypsy and Traveller communities living in caravans are at risk

of harm from floods as their caravan sites are often on land
deemed unsuitable for housing due to flood risk.
Gypsy and Traveller communities can struggle to get insurance

on their homes.

No comparable data in the UK was identified, however in the
US people from ethnic minority communities and low income

households have been found to have a broader view of the

complexity of environmental issues than their white

counterparts, noting the interlinkages with poverty, inequity, and

racism. Researchers hypothesise that this is because of the

disproportionate representation of ethnic minority communities
living in places with more exposure to environmental hazards
where it is easier to see that these other issues in society are

likely to affect environmental outcomes.

Evidence: London

London is prone to flooding from five sources — tidal, fluvial

(from rivers and tributaries), surface (from rainfall), sewer and
groundwater flooding. Climate change will bring wetter winters
and more frequent heavy downpours throughout the year, as

well as rising sea levels and higher tidal surges. 15% of London

is in a flood plain, protected by flood defences that includes
homes, 49 railway stations, 75 underground stations and 10
hospitals.

Level
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Impact

Evidence: UK-wide
Water-borne and vector-borne diseases are likely to increase
with warmer temperatures and flooding. Water-borne diseases
such as leptospirosis can increase with flooding, as can
diseases such as rotavirus which causes gastroenteritis. People
with reduced immunity due to existing health conditions are
particularly vulnerable to infection. For example, sickle cell
disease is particularly common in people with an African or
Caribbean family background.

Evidence: London

Level

Risk of harm
from

heatwaves

Evidenced

Ethnic minority communities are more likely to live in urban

areas.

People living in urban areas are at greater risk from adverse
health effects of heatwaves, for the simple reason that built up
areas can be up to 10°C hotter than the surrounding

countryside.
The top five areas with the most “at risk” neighbourhoods were

Birmingham, Newham, Tower Hamlets, Hackney and

Nottingham. These are among the UK’s most ethnically diverse
areas. These high-risk neighbourhoods also have lower carbon
footprints than average, so the most vulnerable communities
are less responsible than average for causing climate change
but will bear the brunt of it.

Research from the Universities of Birmingham and Nottingham

reported that heat related impacts are the most common form of

climate risk exposure reported by ethnic minorities. Their

research with ethnic minority communities showed:

- Three in five (62%) reported that they had experienced a
heatwave in the UK that caused sleep loss and discomfort
(more than comparable surveys of the general population).

Evidenced

The GLA and Bloomberg's interactive climate risk maps show

that whilst not universal, there is a strong correlation between

heat risk and diversity of the local population.

According to Friends of the Earth research, three of the top five

local authorities most “at risk” from the effects of heatwaves are
within London - Newham, Tower Hamlets, and Hackney - and
are among the most ethnically diverse areas in the city. Among
the worst affected Local Authorities in England are: Newham;
Tower Hamlets; Hackney; Southwark; Enfield; Ealing and
Haringey. And in the top 30 are: Waltham Forest; Lambeth;
Brent; Croydon; Barking and Dagenham; Lewisham; Islington;
Greenwich; Hounslow; Wandsworth; Westminster and Camden.
London generates its own microclimate, known as the Urban
Heat Island (UHI), which can result in the centre of London
being up to 10°C warmer than the rural areas around London
even before the impacts of climate change are taken into
account.

Water shortage is a serious threat to London. London’s rainfall

is expected to become more seasonal, with more winter rain (up

Mix of
evidenced and

less evidenced
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Impact

Evidence: UK-wide

- Onein three (29%) had suffered disruption to their work or
travel due to a heatwave.

- Oneinfive (17%) had experienced significant negative
health effects from a heatwave.

- Three in five (61%) felt they had personally experienced
climate change. When asked to describe their experiences,
a large proportion mentioned heatwaves and rising
temperatures.

Living in poorly adapted housing makes people particularly

vulnerable to extreme hot weather, as does living on the top

floor, in a south facing property, or in poor-quality housing.

Planning for Justice assert that structural racism is ingrained

into urban policy throughout the globe, which may contribute to
disproportionate levels of ethnic minority communities in mal-

adapted housing.

Less evidenced

Gypsy and Traveller communities living in caravans are at risk

of harm from heatwaves as their caravan sites are often placed

on land deemed unsuitable for housing due to high air pollution

and caravans themselves are poorly designed for extreme
conditions. (It is clearly evidenced that heatwaves are linked to

ground level ozone pollution and small particulate matter

pollution. When combined the health risks are greater than

either heatwaves or air pollution alone)

Research in the US suggests that heat related mortality rates

tend to be higher among ethnic minorities, particularly black
people during heatwaves. Whilst this may be explained in part

by socio-economic trends, heat related deaths remain

Evidence: London
to 26% more by 2080s) and less in summer (up to 29% less by
2080s), making water storage critical to resilience.
The UK’s independent Climate Change Committee (CCC)

highlighted that unless London adapts to rising temperatures then its

productivity could slump by 0.4 per cent, facing a near £2 billion hit

to the city’s economy if climate change causes temperatures to soar

by 2 degrees by the end of the century.

Level
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Impact Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London Level
significantly higher among black people in the US even when
socioeconomic status is taken into account.
Air pollution Evidenced Evidenced Mix of

Research by the Runneymede Trust and Greenpeace found

that Black, Asian, and other minority residents in cities live in
“air pollution sacrifice areas” with “non-existent access to green
spaces and pollution-heavy infrastructure such as recycling
centres, industrial sites, and incinerators. Runnymede cite
systemic racism that has led to ethnic minorities being more
likely to be concentrated in low paid, precarious jobs and live in
poorer areas most impacted by environmental disadvantage.
Air pollution was found to be higher in housing areas with more
than 20% ethnic minorities and to be mainly an urban problem

Less evidenced

Gypsy and Traveller communities living in caravans are at risk

of harm from air pollution as their caravan sites are often placed
on land deemed unsuitable for housing in areas of high air
pollution.

Damp and mould are common challenges and there are no
regulatory standards set for Traveller sites.

Two-thirds of the 60 short-term ‘transit’ Traveller sites in
England — and just over half of the country’s 242 permanent

sites — are within 100m of one or more environmental hazards.

Air pollution within Gypsy and Traveller sites is poorly
understood and further work, such as from the University of
York, is required to better understand and mitigate risks.

In London, and despite ongoing improvements, communities
with higher levels of deprivation, or a higher proportion of
people from a “non-white” ethnic background, are more likely to

be exposed to higher levels of air pollution. For example,

African and Caribbean people account for 15.3% of Londoners
exposed to high levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO2), but they
account for just 13.3% of the population. Southwark, Lambeth,
and Hackney are among the boroughs with an overlap of both a
higher proportion of black residents and higher pollution levels.

31-25% of areas with the highest proportion of black and

mixed/multiple ethnicities are in areas with higher levels of air

pollution, reducing to 15-18 per cent for Asian ethnic groups and
just 4-5 per cent for white ethnic groups.

One in three of London’s schools is close to a road with illegal

levels of NO2 pollution.
Generally, areas with higher recorded levels of pollution tend to

be situated more centrally within London, with cleaner air quality

found towards the outer suburbs.

London areas which have the highest numbers of people from

ethnic minority communities are more likely to have the highest

concentrations of NO2. On average its between 16 and 35 per

cent higher in areas where ethnic minority communities were
most likely to live compared to areas where white peers were

most likely to live.

evidenced and
less evidenced
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https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/air_pollution_and_inequalities_in_london_2019_update_0.pdf
https://www.londoncouncils.gov.uk/node/33227
https://www.iqair.com/uk/england/london
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/impact_of_les_-_addendum_ethnicity_and_exposure_ammendedfeb21.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/impact_of_les_-_addendum_ethnicity_and_exposure_ammendedfeb21.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/impact_of_les_-_addendum_ethnicity_and_exposure_ammendedfeb21.pdf

Impact
Asthma

Evidence: UK-wide

Evidenced

People from ethnic minority communities in England and Wales

are more likely to be affected by asthma than their white

counterparts and more likely to be admitted to hospital for

treatment.

UK-born South Asians and Afro-Caribbeans are affected by
asthma equally to their white counterparts, however they are
significantly (3x and 2x respectively) more likely to be admitted

to hospital for asthma related problems. They are also more

likely to be affected by asthma than non-UK born parents and
grandparents, indicating local environment is a key risk factor.

Studies have suggested that socio-economic disadvantage

plays an important role in explaining variations in experience of

asthma. It is possible that there are other differences — such as

whether some groups are more likely than others to consult
their GP about their breathing problems, or whether some

groups receive poorer primary care than others.

Evidence: London
Evidenced
e Air pollution contributes to around 1,700 asthma patients a year

being admitted to hospital and ethnic minority children make up

highest number of hospital admissions.

Level

Evidenced

Cancer

Less evidenced

Long term exposure to air pollution has been associated with

some cancers. There are uncertainties around ethnic minority

cancer levels, there may be a lower incident level or it may be

lower screening levels.

No London specific evidence identified

Less evidenced

Heart health

Less evidenced

Long term exposure to air pollution has been associated with

cardiovascular disease. Cardiovascular disease is higher

among Black and South Asian ethnic minority groups. However,

the reasons are unclear.

No London specific evidence identified

Less evidenced
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https://respiratory-research.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1465-9921-6-120
https://respiratory-research.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1465-9921-6-120
https://respiratory-research.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1465-9921-6-120
https://respiratory-research.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1465-9921-6-120
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Collaborative-briefing-long-term-health-briefing-digital-FINAL.pdf
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Collaborative-briefing-long-term-health-briefing-digital-FINAL.pdf
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Collaborative-briefing-long-term-health-briefing-digital-FINAL.pdf
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/234356/air-pollution-london-contributes-over-1700/
https://www.london.gov.uk/increaseinasthmaadmissions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Collaborative-briefing-long-term-health-briefing-digital-FINAL.pdf
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Collaborative-briefing-long-term-health-briefing-digital-FINAL.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution

Impact

Diabetes

Evidence: UK-wide

Less evidenced

Long term exposure to air pollution has been associated with
diabetes. In the UK, type 2 diabetes is disproportionately

prevalent among people defined as ‘South Asians’. Outcomes

(such as going on to develop cardiovascular disease) are
known to be poorer for this group. However the lack of ethnic

diversity in clinical trials limits understanding of causes and

support needs.

Evidence: London

No London specific evidence identified

Level

Less evidenced

Mental
health

Less evidenced

Research from the US suggests that ethnic minorities’ mental

health may be worst affected following natural disasters, and

that Black communities are worse affected by depression or
PTSD following hurricanes. The reasons for this are unclear,

complex, and varied. Proposed reasons include years of

internalised racism being triggered, the cumulative effect of
trauma from racial dissemination, unequal healthcare support
and those in lower-income households having inequitable

access to resources. A further factor may be those in lower-

income households living in less well adapted and resilient
housing.

Support for mental health is poorer for people from ethnic

minority groups.

African Caribbean people are three to five times more likely

than any other group to be diagnosed and admitted to hospital
for schizophrenia, in spite of lower rates of diagnosis for other
common mental disorders. Air pollution is linked

to schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders, and even small

increases in air pollution are linked to rises in more common

mental illnesses such as depression. Low-income households,

No London specific evidence identified

Less evidenced
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/resources-s3/2017-11/south_asian_report.pdf
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/resources-s3/2017-11/south_asian_report.pdf
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Collaborative-briefing-long-term-health-briefing-digital-FINAL.pdf
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Collaborative-briefing-long-term-health-briefing-digital-FINAL.pdf
https://guilfordjournals.com/doi/10.1521/jscp.21.1.20.22404
https://guilfordjournals.com/doi/10.1521/jscp.21.1.20.22404
https://psycnet.apa.org/doiLanding?doi=10.1037%2Ftra0000217
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/jcop.20442
https://doi.apa.org/doiLanding?doi=10.1037%2Ftra0000217
https://guilfordjournals.com/doi/10.1521/jscp.21.1.20.22404
https://guilfordjournals.com/doi/10.1521/jscp.21.1.20.22404
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/collaborative-briefing-mental-health-briefing-digital-FINAL.pdf
https://raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Better-practice-in-mental-health.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0920996416304467
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/24/small-increases-in-air-pollution-linked-to-rise-in-depression-finds-study

Impact

Evidence: UK-wide
often disproportionately composed of ethnic minority
communities and disabled people, are more likely to experience
low air quality indoors and outdoors. Days with high air pollution

are linked to increased risks of needing community-based or

hospital-based treatment, with children particularly vulnerable

as their bodies and brains are still developing. Exposure to air

pollution in childhood is linked to poor mental health by the age

of 18 and exposure to air pollution in adolescence is a risk

factor for depression.

Evidence: London

Level

Poor birth

outcomes

Evidence

Women from ethnic minority communities and their babies have

poorer birth outcomes. The reasons are complex relating in

large part to socio-economic inequalities and racial
discrimination.
High exposure to air pollution increases the risk of Preterm

birth, Stillbirth and Low Birth Weight with those near busy roads

most vulnerable. People born preterm are at high risk of an

extensive range of lifelong health issues.

Increased temperatures and heatwaves are linked to: foetal

strain, early labour and lower birth weights, particularly for lower

SOCi0-economic groups.

No London specific evidence identified

Evidenced

Migration

Evidence

It is believed that globally 1 person per second is being

displaced by climate change. What climate migration might look

like in the coming decades and how the UK will respond is

unknown.

Whilst diversity brings great richness to communities, many,

including the United Nations, are concerned that the forced

No London specific evidence identified

Emergent
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https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/exposure-to-air-pollution-linked-with-increased-mental-health-service-use-new-study-finds
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/exposure-to-air-pollution-linked-with-increased-mental-health-service-use-new-study-finds
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/childhood-air-pollution-exposure-linked-to-poor-mental-health-at-age-18
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/childhood-air-pollution-exposure-linked-to-poor-mental-health-at-age-18
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2022-41527-002
https://maternityaudit.org.uk/FilesUploaded/RCOG_Inequalities%20Report_Lay_Summary.pdf
https://maternityaudit.org.uk/FilesUploaded/RCOG_Inequalities%20Report_Lay_Summary.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-10-2018-more-than-90-of-the-worlds-children-breathe-toxic-air-every-day
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-10-2018-more-than-90-of-the-worlds-children-breathe-toxic-air-every-day
https://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5299
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/premature-birth/symptoms-causes/syc-20376730
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(22)00242-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(22)00242-X/fulltext
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m3811
https://www.climatecentre.org/downloads/files/IFRCGeneva/RCCC%20Heatwave%20Guide%202019%20A4%20RR%20ONLINE%20copy.pdf
https://www.climatecentre.org/downloads/files/IFRCGeneva/RCCC%20Heatwave%20Guide%202019%20A4%20RR%20ONLINE%20copy.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/698753/EPRS_BRI(2021)698753_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/698753/EPRS_BRI(2021)698753_EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14445.doc.htm

Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London

movement of larger numbers of people around the world will
increase the potential for conflict and insecurity.

Impacts of policy on climate change and air pollution

Policy area Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London Level

Renewables | Main policies: Policies to increase renewables include the Renewable Heat Main policies: Local energy accelerator to install heat Some
and solar Incentive and the Boiler Upgrade Scheme (for example, for heat pumps), and networks supplied by renewables sources, Solar Together evidence
the Feed-in-Tariff and Smart Export Guarantee (for solar). These have London, London Community Energy Fund to support
successfully increased the amount of renewables, with for example over community groups to develop solar and other energy projects.

800,000 domestic solar installations made under the Feed-in-Tariff. However,

Impacts: We could not find evidence of the impact of these

olicies to increase renewable heat technologies have so far been less . .
P 9 programmes but as they are focused on installing renewables

successful. on social housing and owner-occupier housing, we anticipate
Impacts (direct): they could benefit a range of ethnic and socio-economic

e BEIS behavioural research around solar panels showed that although groups.

those considering solar panels were ‘ethnically diverse’ with around 18%
of people from an ethnic minority — 10% of whom were Asian British, they
were, however, of a higher social grade (40% AB) showing this may be

concentrated in certain ethnic minority groups.

e Upfront costs remain a barrier for people getting Renewable Heat
Incentive grants and those communities with fewer savings (which
includes Black, African and Caribbean communities) were less likely to

benefit.
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https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-12/Feed%20in%20Tariff%20%28FIT%29%202020-21%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-12/Feed%20in%20Tariff%20%28FIT%29%202020-21%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001896/uk-rooftop-solar-panel-behavioural-research.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/642103/RHI_evaluation_synthesis_-_2017.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/642103/RHI_evaluation_synthesis_-_2017.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/energy/low-carbon-accelerators/local-energy-accelerator
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-and-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/energy/solar-together-london
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-and-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/energy/solar-together-london
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/energy/london-community-energy-fund

Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London Level

Impacts (lower-income groups):

e The rising price of fossil fuel generation means more renewable energy

generation should benefit all people, but particularly those on lower
incomes who are more likely to be from ethnic minority communities and

for whom the effective rate of inflation is highest.

e Early figures from the Feed-in-Tariff scheme for solar panels indicated that
although there were installations in social housing, people in higher socio-
economic groups who could afford the upfront cost of solar panels would
be most likely to benefit.

e Asthe Feed in Tariff, and other subsidy schemes paid for through energy
bills, are based on levies on energy bills, they can be considered a

considered a regressive tax as lower income groups spend a larger share

of their income on enerqgy than higher income groups.

e The renewable heat incentive evaluation showed that higher income, off

gas grid domestic customers were more likely to benefit from the policy.

Insulation Main policies: Insulation schemes to date have focused on insulating lofts and | Main policies: Retrofit accelerators for homes and workplaces | Well
cavity walls, with 70% of walls and 66% of lofts insulated. However, out of the to support housing providers, local authorities and public evidenced
over 8 million homes in Great Britain that have leaky solid walls, only around buildings install insulation measures, in particular more
9% have been insulated. Policies for Zero Carbon Homes which would have expensive measures. Zero carbon homes standard for all new

increased insulation (and installed solar panels and heat pumps) in new-build homes.
homes was scrapped in 2015 in England and the Future Homes Standard Impacts:
won'’t be reinstated until 2025. Although new social housing in Wales is zero

carbon, private housing won'’t meet the standard until 2025. In Scotland it will * Young people from ethnic minority communities are more

be zero carbon from 2024. likely to be privately renting and more likely to be renting in

cities—where homes are more likely to have solid walls.

40% of homes (64% in London) have poor quality walls

which cost residents an extra £350 over winter in 2023.
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https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Progress-in-reducing-emissions-2022-Report-to-Parliament.pdf
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/press-releases/cost-of-living-gap-between-rich-and-poor-hits-fresh-high-as-effective-inflation-rate-for-low-income-households-hits-12-5-per-cent/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CRising%20energy%20bills%20and%20rapid,of%20around%2015.3%20per%20cent.
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/Global/CitizensAdvice/essential%20services%20publications/Solar%20PV%20Report%20220615.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/456181/FIT_Evidence_Review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/456181/FIT_Evidence_Review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/642103/RHI_evaluation_synthesis_-_2017.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970064/Detailed_Release_-_HEE_stats_18_Mar_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970064/Detailed_Release_-_HEE_stats_18_Mar_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970064/Detailed_Release_-_HEE_stats_18_Mar_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/energy/low-carbon-accelerators
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/press-releases/leaky-walls-are-the-biggest-challenge-for-englands-energy-efficiency-drive-and-radical-steps-are-needed-to-support-less-affluent-families-with-home-improvements/
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/press-releases/leaky-walls-are-the-biggest-challenge-for-englands-energy-efficiency-drive-and-radical-steps-are-needed-to-support-less-affluent-families-with-home-improvements/

Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London

Impacts (direct): They are therefore likely to benefit from these programmes

focused on solid wall insulation in particular.
e A high proportion of people who applied for the Green Homes Grant (for

insulation and renewables) were on low-incomes and more likely to be in
fuel poverty. Ethnic minority communities were overrepresented in this
sample compared to the UK average, so we can assume that it had some
impact in reaching them, however there is little data on which ethnic

communities were reached.

e  Black, African, Caribbean, Pakistani and Bangladeshi communities on
average have fewer savings than their white peers, so may be less able to
pay for more expensive insulation measures that aren’t fully subsidised.

e  Many schemes that offer advice for warmth in housing and buildings do not

account for the needs of the Traveller community. For example, support

schemes may not apply to caravans despite travellers being at greater risk

of fuel poverty than the general population.

Impacts (lower-income groups):

o ‘Leaky’ homes, which lose heat easily, are concentrated in poorer

neighbourhoods, and use an average of 58% more energy than homes

that meet the government’s standards.

e Insulation schemes have been targeted on low income groups, with nearly

375,000 insulation measures installed in homes from 2018 to 2022 under

the Energy Company Obligation.

Active travel | Main policies: Policies to increase active travel include more and segregated Main policies: Cycle lanes, safer junctions, improving cycling Some
cycle paths, subsidies for bikes, better signs for walking, and spatial plans for parking, grants for community cycling programmes, schools evidence

new homes and communities that make walking and cycling easier. active travel programmes and bike rental schemes.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1131112/green-homes-grant-vouchers-phase-2-interim-outcome-report.pdf
https://economy2030.resolutionfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Hitting-a-brick-wall-report.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629622002201?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629622002201?via%3Dihub
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/press-releases/leaky-walls-are-the-biggest-challenge-for-englands-energy-efficiency-drive-and-radical-steps-are-needed-to-support-less-affluent-families-with-home-improvements/
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/press-releases/leaky-walls-are-the-biggest-challenge-for-englands-energy-efficiency-drive-and-radical-steps-are-needed-to-support-less-affluent-families-with-home-improvements/
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications/energy-company-obligation-eco3-final-determination-report

Policy area Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London Level

Impacts: Impacts:

e Cycling and walking have numerous health benefits including reducing the «  People from ethnic minority communities are about as

risk of cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes, cancer, and depression likely to cycle as their white counterparts in London and

and could lead to a reduction in early preventable deaths of over 1,000 per

people from Black and Asian backgrounds were most
year in England. However, this is not broken down by ethnic group. likely to be actively considering cycling. These schemes
e People from ethnic minority communities in cities in the UK are less likel are therefore likely to benefit them more than their white

to cycle than their white counterparts, but are more likely to want to start.

counterparts.
They therefore may have benefitted least from policies so far but could
benefit from well targeted future policies.
Electric Main policies: Up until 2022, the UK government offered a grant to buy Main policies: London has installed a network of rapid Some
vehicles electric cars worth around £1.3billion, creating demand for an estimated 90,000 | chargers for electric taxis and other vehicles, and street evidence
electric vehicles between 2011 and November 2021. charging points. All newly registered black cabs have had to be

Impacts (direct): zero emission capable from 2018 and all private hire vehicles

electric from 2023.
e People from an ethnic minority background, particularly if they are Black,

are less likely to own a car than their white peers so less likely to benefit Impacts: We found no specific evidence of impacts of these

from policies that support electric vehicles. policies, but they contribute to air quality improvements and

impacts under the ‘low emission zone’ section.

Impacts (lower-income groups):

e A 2021 survey conducted by Statista found that people with higher
incomes are more likely to own an electric vehicle than people on the

lowest incomes. A government-commissioned evaluation of electric

vehicle subsidies suggested that high income households were far more
likely to own electric vehicles. If these people also claimed government
subsidies, that could indicate people from higher incomes are more likely

to receive these subsidies.
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https://www.health.org.uk/publications/long-reads/how-transport-offers-a-route-to-better-health
https://www.health.org.uk/publications/long-reads/how-transport-offers-a-route-to-better-health
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/news/2020/july/new-report-shows-large-unmet-demand-for-cycling-from-ethnic-minority-and-disadvantaged-groups
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/news/2020/july/new-report-shows-large-unmet-demand-for-cycling-from-ethnic-minority-and-disadvantaged-groups
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/cycling-potential-in-londons-diverse-communities-2021.pdf
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/cycling-potential-in-londons-diverse-communities-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1082401/ozev-portfolio-level-retrospective-evaluation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1082401/ozev-portfolio-level-retrospective-evaluation.pdf
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/culture-and-community/transport/car-or-van-ownership/latest#by-ethnicity-over-time
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1315001/uk-ev-drivers-by-annual-household-income-range/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1082401/ozev-portfolio-level-retrospective-evaluation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1082401/ozev-portfolio-level-retrospective-evaluation.pdf

Policy area Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London Level

e The lack of existing schemes for purchasing of second-hand electric cars,

and low levels of public charging points in many areas means they are
less affordable for lower income groups.

Low Main policies: Several cities in England have introduced low emission zones Main policies: Ultra Low Emission Zone for cars, vans and Well
emissions that either ban or charge polluting cars to enter cities, including London, lorries. Introduction of electric buses with all buses zero evidenced
zones and Birmingham, and Bristol. Scottish cities including Glasgow, Aberdeen and emission by 2034. Zero emission capable black cabs.

emission Dundee will enforce them soon. In addition, the UK has had carbon dioxide Impacts:

standards emission standards for new cars since 2009 and air pollutant standards for

new cars since 1992 which gradually lower the amount of pollution new cars *  Policies such as London’s Ultra Low Emission Zone

(ULEZ) have helped to bring down overall levels of

nitrogen dioxide.

can emit.

Impacts (direct:)
e Inequality in exposure to air pollution between different
e Black and Asian populations are less likely to own a vehicle than the

ethnic groups in London has been decreasing from 2013 to

overall average so would be less impacted by low emission zone charges. 2019. The gap in exposure between white and ethnic

e 42% of taxi drivers are Asian or Asian British, so their incomes are more

minority communities fell between 15 — 37 per cent.
likely to be affected by low emission zone charges.

e Children and young people of ethnic minority backgrounds
in London are more likely to benefit from vehicle emissions

standards, as they live in areas where concentrated car

use is causing pollution related problems.

e People from ethnic minority groups in London are less

likely to own or regularly use a car and so are least likely to

be affected by low emission zone charging.

e People from Asian groups are most likely to drive private

hire taxis in London (38%) so likely to be most affected by

emission charges.
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https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Progress-in-reducing-emissions-2022-Report-to-Parliament.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Progress-in-reducing-emissions-2022-Report-to-Parliament.pdf
https://www.lowemissionzones.scot/about
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/emissions/euro-emissions-standards/#:~:text=As%20of%20September%202022%2C%20the,the%20whole%20of%20Greater%20London.
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/culture-and-community/transport/travel-by-distance-trips-type-of-transport-and-purpose/latest#number-of-trips-by-ethnicity-and-purpose-of-journey
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/taxi-and-private-hire-vehicle-statistics-england-2022/taxi-and-private-hire-vehicle-statistics-england-2022
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/bame-and-poorer-londoners-face-air-quality-risk
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/bame-and-poorer-londoners-face-air-quality-risk
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/air_pollution_and_inequalities_in_london_2019_update_0.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/air_pollution_and_inequalities_in_london_2019_update_0.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/bame-and-poorer-londoners-face-air-quality-risk
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/bame-and-poorer-londoners-face-air-quality-risk
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/culture-and-community/transport/travel-by-distance-trips-type-of-transport-and-purpose/latest
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/culture-and-community/transport/travel-by-distance-trips-type-of-transport-and-purpose/latest
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/taxi-and-phv-demographic-stats-dec-2022.pdf

Evidence: UK-wide

Evidence: London Level

Policy area

e People on low incomes can access the £110m ULEZ

scrappage million scheme in London.

reasonable temperature. Policies to support those in fuel poverty have included
insulation schemes, income support, encouragement to switch energy
suppliers and reductions in energy bills. Of these policies, those aimed at
increasing insulation levels are most closely related to reducing carbon

emissions. It is estimated there has been a significant increase in the number

of people experiencing fuel poverty in the UK since energy prices started to

increase in 2021.
Impacts (direct):

e  People from ethnic minority communities are more likely to experience

fuel poverty than their white counterparts, with 20% of ethnic minority

upgrades through the Warmer Homes scheme.

Impacts: 13% of London’s households lived in fuel poverty in
2022, around the same as the England average, although it
has the lowest average fuel poverty gap of any region. We
could not find up to date figures on rates of fuel poverty in
people from ethnic minority communities in London, or the

impact of fuel poverty programmes in London.

Public Main policies: Policies to increase public transport include expanding bus, Main policies: London has extensive public transport Limited
transport tram and train services or increasing the frequency of them. These services including buses, tube and trams. It also aims to switch the evidence
and policies vary considerable between regions. In both Scotland and England | Tube to 100 per cent renewable energy sources.
(outside of London), passenger journeys on local buses have fallen since the Impacts:
late 2000s and have not yet recovered after a significant fall during the Covid-
19 pandemic. e In London, black populations are proportionality highest
users of public transport so would benefit most from
Impacts (direct): policies to increase provision, but could be most affected
e Although people from ethnic minority communities are more at risk of by fare increases.
experiencing transport poverty, little was found on the ways in which social
class-related transport disadvantage interacts with other disadvantages
around ethnicity.
Fuel poverty | Main policies: The definition of fuel poverty varies but it refers to households Main policies: Warmer Homes Advice Service providing free Some
that must spend a high proportion of their income to keep their home at a energy efficiency advice and previously provided boiler evidence
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https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone/scrappage-schemes/car-and-motorcycle
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone/scrappage-schemes/car-and-motorcycle
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/scottish-transport-statistics-2021/chapter-02-bus-and-coach-travel/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-bus-statistics-april-to-june-2022/quarterly-bus-statistics-england-april-to-june-2022#:~:text=The%20number%20of%20local%20bus%20passenger%20journeys%20in%20England%20outside,51%25)%20to%201.62%20billion.
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-bus-statistics-april-to-june-2022/quarterly-bus-statistics-england-april-to-june-2022#:~:text=The%20number%20of%20local%20bus%20passenger%20journeys%20in%20England%20outside,51%25)%20to%201.62%20billion.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/953951/Transport_and_inequality_report_document.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/953951/Transport_and_inequality_report_document.pdf
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/culture-and-community/transport/travel-by-distance-trips-type-of-transport-and-purpose/latest#number-of-trips-by-ethnicity-and-purpose-of-journey
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/culture-and-community/transport/travel-by-distance-trips-type-of-transport-and-purpose/latest#number-of-trips-by-ethnicity-and-purpose-of-journey
https://www.nea.org.uk/energy-crisis/fuel-poverty-statistics-explainer/#:~:text=Since%20the%20winter%20period%20of,now%20living%20in%20fuel%20poverty.
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fuel-poverty-detailed-tables-2023-2022-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fuel-poverty-detailed-tables-2023-2022-data
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-and-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/energy/warmer-homes-advice-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fuel-poverty-detailed-tables-2023-2022-data

Evidence: UK-wide

households experiencing fuel poverty compared to 12% of white
households in England in 2022. This is largely caused by poor heating
systems, insulation, and quality of housing for those groups. Similarly,
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers are also more likely than

average to live in poor quality housing.

e However, the average fuel poverty gap (the reduction in fuel bills

needed to take a household out of fuel poverty) in England in 2022
was lower for ethnic minority households than for white households.

e Please see section on ‘insulation’ for impacts of insulation policies on
ethnic minority communities.
Impacts (low incomes):

e Please see section on ‘insulation’ for impacts of insulation policies on

low-income groups

Evidence: London Level

Skills

Main policies: Scotland has a number of paolicies to increase green skills and

jobs (such as renewable energy production, sustainable agriculture and

retrofitting buildings) and Wales has also published a plan to increase green

jobs and skills. But in England there are few policies, mainly focused on
apprenticeships. All nations have policies to teach about climate change in

schools.
Impacts (direct)

e The environment sector was identified as the second least ethnically

diverse sector (after farming) in the UK.

e Women and young people from ethnic minorities are less likely to go into

green jobs as they are less likely to study STEM subjects. Policies to

Main policies: Green New Deal for London, the Mayor’s

Academies Programme, and Solar Skills for London.

Impacts (direct): The impact of these policies are unclear as
they are relatively new but include a focus on supporting

certain social groups into green jobs.

Limited

evidence
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fuel-poverty-detailed-tables-2023-2022-data
https://www.gov.scot/news/investing-in-scotlands-new-green-workforce/
https://www.gov.scot/news/investing-in-scotlands-new-green-workforce/
https://www.gov.wales/stronger-fairer-greener-wales-plan-employability-and-skills-summary-html
https://www.gov.wales/stronger-fairer-greener-wales-plan-employability-and-skills-summary-html
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/The-two-sides-of-diversity-3.pdf
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/The-two-sides-of-diversity-3.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003570/gjtf-report.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/coronavirus/londons-recovery-coronavirus-crisis/recovery-context/green-new-deal
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/jobs-and-skills/mayors-academies-programme/about-mayors-academies-programme
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/jobs-and-skills/mayors-academies-programme/about-mayors-academies-programme
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-and-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/energy/solar-skills-london

Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London Level

tackle this include the Green Apprenticeships Advisory Panel and

schemes like the government’s £2 billion Kickstart for young people

furthest from the labour market. These schemes are small and need more

investment to have widespread take-up.

e  Students from ethnic minority groups are more likely to desire a job that
helps the environment — 59% of Black, Asian or minority ethnic survey

respondents compared with 42% of White British respondents. However,

there is a lack of understanding among young people from ethnic minority

groups about what ‘green jobs’ are and what skills are required to access

them.
Overall Main policies and impact: The overall package of policies that would need to | Impacts: Nothing London specific Limited
economic be introduced for the UK to meet its net zero goal by 2050 (including those for evidence
costs businesses) are projected to increase real disposable income, particularly for

those on the lowest incomes by 2030 and 2050. We could find no evidence of

how this will affect different ethnic minority communities.

Natural environment impacts

Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London
Zoonotic Evidenced Evidenced Evidenced
diseases e Pandemics caused by zoonotic diseases such as Covid-19 can e London had the highest rates from Covid-19. Death rates in
cause widespread societal and financial disruption, affecting London were more than 3-times higher than in the region with
development opportunities. Climate change increases the the lowest rates, the South West. This level of inequity was
chances of another pandemic like Covid-19. much greater than the inequalities in all-cause mortality rates in
previous years.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003570/gjtf-report.pdf
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/6008334066c47be740656954/602e574f38e5ef7c838a63f4_20181206_Race%2C%20inclusivity%20and%20environmental%20sustainability_REPORT.pdf
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/6008334066c47be740656954/602e574f38e5ef7c838a63f4_20181206_Race%2C%20inclusivity%20and%20environmental%20sustainability_REPORT.pdf
https://www.worldskillsuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/GreenSkillsReport-2022_v3b.pdf
https://www.worldskillsuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/GreenSkillsReport-2022_v3b.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/economic-impact-of-the-sixth-carbon-budget-cambridge-econometrics/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/statistics-briefings/covid
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/241611/covid-wont-last-pandemic-climate-change/
https://www.cahn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Disparities-in-the-risk-and-outcomes-of-COVID-August-2020-update.pdf

Evidence: UK-wide

During the Covid-19 pandemic, people from Black ethnic groups
were most likely to be diagnosed and death rates were highest

among people of Black and Asian ethnic groups.

Research shows that after accounting for the effect of sex, age,
deprivation and region, ethnic minorities were more likely to die
from Covid-19. Risk of dying from Covid-19 compared to those
of White British ethnicity were ~50% higher for people of
Bangladeshi ethnicity and 10-50% higher for people of Chinese,
Indian, Pakistani, Other Asian, Black Caribbean and Other
Black ethnicity. These analyses did not account for the effect of
occupation, comorbidities, or obesity.

One of the common comorbidities with Covid-19 was diabetes,
which was mentioned on 21% of covid related death certificates
where COVID-19 was also mentioned. 43% more Asians and
45% more Black ethnic groups than White ethnic groups saw
diabetes increase their risk of death from Covid-19. Other
common comorbidities included hypertensive diseases, chronic
kidney disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and
dementia.

Covid exacerbated existing health inequalities.

According to the Runneymede Trust, the Covid-19 pandemic
highlighted longstanding ethnic inequalities in the UK, with
ethnic minority communities often hardest hit and the

inequalities being driven by social and economic inequalities,

many of which are the result of racial discrimination.

For more information see NPC and the Environmental

Funders Network’s Health People, Healthy Planet report.

Evidence: London
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https://www.cahn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Disparities-in-the-risk-and-outcomes-of-COVID-August-2020-update.pdf
https://www.cahn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Disparities-in-the-risk-and-outcomes-of-COVID-August-2020-update.pdf
https://www.cahn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Disparities-in-the-risk-and-outcomes-of-COVID-August-2020-update.pdf
https://www.health.org.uk/publications/long-reads/the-continuing-impact-of-covid-19-on-health-and-inequalities
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/publications/ethnic-inequalities-in-covid-19-mortality-a-consequence-of-persistent-racism
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/publications/ethnic-inequalities-in-covid-19-mortality-a-consequence-of-persistent-racism
https://www.thinknpc.org/resource-hub/healthy-planet-healthy-people/

Evidence: UK-wide

Evidence: London

Food Less evidenced No London specific evidence identified Less
security and | e« We are all exposed to toxic chemicals through the food we eat, evidenced
nutritional and the impacts are as yet insufficiently understood. Exposure
quality begins in the womb, with highly hazardous pesticides having
been found in the urine of pregnant women.
e Nuftrients in our food are being reduced by rising CO2 levels,
poor soil health and intensive farming practices.
e Nutrient deficiencies impact general health, increase
vulnerability to infectious diseases and higher the likelihood of
poor health.
e Research in the US suggests that people from low-income
households increasingly find high quality and climate friendly
diets financially unobtainable.
e 39% of UK food bank referrals in 2019-20 were a result of low
income. People from African and Caribbean ethnic groups were
worst affected.
e Food security and the cost of family food bills are increasingly
affected by the environmental crises.
o People from ethnic minority communities experience greater
food insecurity before the impacts of the environmental crises
are taken into account.
Access to Evidenced Evidenced Evidenced

green space

People from ethnic minority communities are more than twice as

likely as white peers to live in areas in England that are most
deprived of green space.

Almost 40% of people of ethnic minority communities live in

England’s most green space-deprived neighbourhoods,

compared to 14% of white people.

e 80% of the top ten English local authority areas that are green
space-deprived neighbourhoods are in London and have high
levels of ethnic diversity:

1. Lambeth

2. Birmingham

3. Tower Hamlets
4. Haringey
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https://www.pan-uk.org/our-food/
https://www.legalexaminer.com/environment/roundup-lawsuits/studies-show-roundup-exposure-could-lead-to-pregnancy-issues/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/c-change/subtopics/climate-change-nutrition/
https://www.walshmedicalmedia.com/open-access/effect-of-nutritional-deficiencies-in-children-and-adolescents-112419.html
https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/news/view/2560733-changing-diets-to-tackle-climate-change-unattainable-for-minority-groups
https://www.bankuet.co.uk/blog/shining-a-light-on-racial-inequality-and-food-insecurity
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2022/10/17/what-you-need-to-know-about-food-security-and-climate-change
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/food-bills-will-rise-by-37-a-month-because-of-impact-of-drought-fr7kfvs2l
https://www.sustainweb.org/blogs/jun21-food-insecurity-reveals-baked-in-institutional-racism/
https://www.sustainweb.org/blogs/jun21-food-insecurity-reveals-baked-in-institutional-racism/
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/englands-green-space-gap
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/englands-green-space-gap
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/englands-green-space-gap

Evidence: UK-wide

People in less privileged communities, of which people from
ethnic minority communities are often disproportionately
represented, can also particularly benefit from access to green
spaces, as it is associated with reductions in health inequalities.

For example, access to green space can reduce inequalities in

mental well-being between well-off and socially deprived groups
by 40% and reduce early deaths in deprived areas.

Ethnic minority communities are more likely to live in tower

blocks

One in eight British households has no garden, and those of
Black ethnicity in England are nearly four times as likely as
White people to have no garden in their home. When comparing
people of similar age, social grade and living situation, those of
Black ethnicity are 2.4 times less likely than those of White
ethnicity to have a private garden.

Black people in England and Wales are almost three times as

likely as their white counterparts to live in social housing, while

people of mixed-race backgrounds are 1.6 times more likely.

In a changing climate, green spaces are especially important.
They provide cool spaces during heatwaves, support water run-
off systems to reduce flooding and reduce air pollution. These
benefits are most keenly felt in urban areas. Urban parks are,

on average, 1°C cooler than the rest of the city, during both the

day and the night, and the cooling effect spreads up to 1km

from the park boundary.

The Green Space Index shows that 2.8 million people live more

than a ten-minute walk of green space and 40% of the worst
performing areas fall into the highest priority ‘Levelling-up’

areas.

Evidence: London
5. Newham
6. Islington
7. Manchester
8. Wandsworth
9. Southwark
10. Camden

The Green Space Index shows that, unsurprisingly, London has

the smallest amount of green space per person in the country.
However, it's compact urban structure means many live within
ten minutes’ walk of a green space. Around 10,600 people in
London do not live within a ten minutes’ walk of green space.
Many of the most underserved areas are highly diverse local
authorities such as Newham.
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2005/sep/25/communities.politics
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2005/sep/25/communities.politics
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/articles/oneineightbritishhouseholdshasnogarden/2020-05-14
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/mar/15/census-black-britons-social-housing-ons
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/mar/15/census-black-britons-social-housing-ons
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.fieldsintrust.org/green-space-index
https://www.fieldsintrust.org/green-space-index

Impact

Evidence: UK-wide

Green space in deprived urban areas often remain unused due

to their poor quality. In terms of quality, a sense of safety and

access to facilities such as toilets and cafes are key.

People from ethnic minority communities tend to have access to

less local green space and the space they do have is of a

poorer quality. Areas that have almost no ethnic minority
communities have six times as many parks as areas where
more than 40% of the population from ethnic minority
backgrounds. If all types of public green space, not just parks,
are looked at, the difference is 11 times.

Maxwell Ayamba, Managing Director of the Sheffield
Environmental Movement, highlighted to NPC how just 26% of

minoritised people spend time in the countryside compared to
44% of their white counterparts.
~10% of the UK population come from an ethnic minority group,

however they represent only 1% of visits to National Parks.

Proposed reasons for limited ethnic minority group access to

nature include: a lack of role models; lack of awareness of

opportunities; insufficient action at local level by national nature

organisations; experiences of racism when accessing green

spaces; and a sense that there is a ‘club’ to which ethnic

minority communities do not belong.

There are indications that racism happens more often in the

countryside than in towns and cities.

Low-income households and people from ethnic minority

communities are the least likely to access green spaces, for

example:
- 18% of children living in the most deprived areas never
visit the natural environment at all; and 20% fewer

Evidence: London

Level
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https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/report/community-green
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/report/community-green
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/community-green-full-report.pdf
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/community-green-full-report.pdf
https://www.semcharity.org.uk/
https://www.semcharity.org.uk/
https://whatworkswellbeing.org/practice-examples/sheffield-environmental-movement-access-to-green-space-inequality-and-measuring-wellbeing/
https://whatworkswellbeing.org/practice-examples/sheffield-environmental-movement-access-to-green-space-inequality-and-measuring-wellbeing/
https://whatworkswellbeing.org/practice-examples/sheffield-environmental-movement-access-to-green-space-inequality-and-measuring-wellbeing/
https://whatworkswellbeing.org/practice-examples/sheffield-environmental-movement-access-to-green-space-inequality-and-measuring-wellbeing/
https://www.routledge.com/Rural-Racism/Chakraborti-Garland/p/book/9780415628006
https://www.routledge.com/Rural-Racism/Chakraborti-Garland/p/book/9780415628006
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/27225630_The_landscape_of_post-imperial_whiteness_in_rural_Britain
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/27225630_The_landscape_of_post-imperial_whiteness_in_rural_Britain
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf

Impact

Evidence: UK-wide
“Visibly Minority Ethnic (VME) “children go out into
green spaces weekly compared to white, middle-class
children.

- The groups which visit the countryside least are those
aged 65 and over, members of the ethnic minority
communities, and residents living in the most deprived
areas of England.

e Access to green space can reduce inequalities in mental well-

being between well-off and socially deprived groups by 40% and
reduce early deaths in deprived areas.

e Frequency of visits to green spaces and views of green space

from the home are significant predictors of general health.

e Green spaces are also linked to increased social capital,

reduced crime rates, reduced violence, and increased

community cohesion through fostering interaction between

different ethnic groups.

Evidence: London

Level

Toxics

Evidenced

Nothing specific to people from ethnic minority communities was

identified, however issues affecting all communities include:

e Exposure to toxic chemicals is linked to cancers and kidney

disease, depression and psychiatric disorders, fertility,

hormone-related cancers, impaired brain development, obesity,

and diabetes and breast cancer.

e Common cleaning chemicals are linked to Parkinson’s.

e UK farming causes over a quarter of cities’ particle pollution.
e We are exposed to many different endocrine disrupting

chemicals (EDCSs) via our food, water, air, and many common

No London specific evidence identified

Evidenced
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/healthy-environment-healthy-lives
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/csem/pediatric-environmental-health/why_children.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/photo-story/photo-story-detail/10-chemicals-of-public-health-concern
https://www.who.int/news-room/photo-story/photo-story-detail/10-chemicals-of-public-health-concern
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/across-the-sciences/investigating-links-between-pesticides-and-mental-health
https://chemtrust.org/edcs-health/
https://chemtrust.org/edcs-health/
https://chemtrust.org/edcs-health/
https://issuu.com/pan-uk/docs/pesticide_news_127_-_november_2021?fr=sYTY2YzExOTMxNQ
https://scitechdaily.com/scientists-warn-common-cleaning-chemical-linked-to-500-increased-risk-of-parkinsons-disease/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590252023000028?via%3Dihub
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-report-urgent-action-needed-tackle-chemical-pollution-global

Evidence: UK-wide

household products such as solvents, non-stick pans, and some

plastics.

Evidence: London

Waste

Less evidenced

Waste incinerators are three times more likely to be built in the

UK'’s most deprived neighbourhoods. These have been built so
that waste no longer goes to landfill and pollutes land and sea.
Mostly incinerators are in major cities and industrial towns. More
than two thirds of the potential incinerators in England are
planned for the northern half of the country. London has seven
incinerators — the highest number in one city. Liverpool has the
highest concentration in the country with four incinerators in a
ten mile radius on the banks of the River Mersey. There are six
incinerators in Scotland and two in Wales but both nations could
see these numbers rise significantly. In Wales, there are six
proposed incinerators — in and around Swansea and Cardiff —
and seven proposed in Scotland. People living near incinerators
complain of noise, litter, increased traffic, smells, and air
pollution — although the available evidence on air pollution from
incinerators suggests the problem is much less significant than
around other industrial sites. There is one industrial incinerator
in Northern Ireland, also in a deprived area.

The World Health Organization reports that white and wealthier

areas have more green spaces and black communities have
little protection from industrial facilities around their homes.
Waste reduction and embedding a circular economy would
provide healthier lifestyles and longer lasting, fixable products
affordable to all, including those on lower incomes.

The Splott biomass plant in Cardiff is next to a Gypsy Roma

Traveller site and an area that was already suffering from low air

Less evidenced

The incinerator in Edmonton, north London, is sited in one of the
poorest neighbourhoods in the country where 65% of the
population are people from ethnic minority groups. The
incinerator is the largest in the UK and deals with waste from
seven North London boroughs. Campaigners opposed to its
construction, including Enfield Black Lives Matter and Extinction
Rebellion, who argued that the incinerator will release pollutants
which will disproportionately impact people of colour. Delia

Mattis, a campaigner from Enfield Black Lives Matter, said: “We

need to be calling this what it is: racism. These industries know
that when they place an incinerator in an area like Edmonton,
one of the most deprived constituencies in the country, people
won'’t get involved in campaigns against it because they are
already tired from fighting against racial oppression and injustice
all their lives.” However, the incinerator will also produce
electricity and the waste heat will heat thousands of homes, so

will replace (at least some) fossil fuel generation.

Less
evidenced
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https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-report-urgent-action-needed-tackle-chemical-pollution-global
https://chemtrust.org/edcs-list/
https://chemtrust.org/edcs-list/
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2020/07/31/waste-incinerators-deprivation-map-recycling/
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/78069/E93670.pdf
https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/the-circular-economy-in-detail-deep-dive#:~:text=A%20circular%20economy%20is%20a,the%20consumption%20of%20finite%20resources.
https://assets.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/62d83cf937af0a0d208d4501_FinalDesign5pm_compressed.pdf
https://assets.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/62d83cf937af0a0d208d4501_FinalDesign5pm_compressed.pdf
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2020/07/31/waste-incinerators-deprivation-map-recycling/
https://assets.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/62d83cf937af0a0d208d4501_FinalDesign5pm_compressed.pdf
https://assets.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/62d83cf937af0a0d208d4501_FinalDesign5pm_compressed.pdf

Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London

quality. Campaigners against the plant argue that the site would
be hugely impacted by the development of the plant, with
evidence that the Gypsy Roma Traveller community would be
disproportionately impacted as a number of residents have pre-
existing health conditions. The area is being considered for
three more incinerators near homes and schools.

Impacts of policies on the natural environment

Policy area Evidence: UK-wide Evidence: London
Green Main policies: Policies to increase the amount, quality, and Main policies: Funding for tree planting, new woodlands, improving Limited
spaces access to green spaces for people include designing green habitats in parks and green spaces and installing more sustainable urban evidence
spaces into new housing developments, adding new green drainage. There are also policies requiring new developments to have green
spaces into existing areas where people live, increasing the spaces, trees, and better biodiversity.

biodiversity of existing green spaces and schemes to encourage Impacts: Although we could not find evidence of the impact of policies on

more people to go to green spaces and the countryside. These people from ethnic minority communities, tree planting funds have recently

are largely governed by national and local planning policies. been focused in deprived areas of London with high levels of ethnic minority

The proportion of urban green spaces are declining in England,

populations so are likely to benefit these groups.
from 63% to 55% between 2001 and 2018, and the quality of

Sites of Special Scientific Interest is poor.

Impacts (direct):

e Urban green areas, including London and Sheffield have

been found to support the social inclusion of disadvantaged

groups, functioning as spaces where migrants and asylum

seekers can connect with other people.
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https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/progress-in-preparing-for-climate-change-2019-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2020-10/Green_space_gap_full_report_1.pdf
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2020-10/Green_space_gap_full_report_1.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016718519302246?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016718519302246?via%3Dihub
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayor-launches-massive-tree-planting-package
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayor-launches-massive-tree-planting-package

Impacts (low-income):

e Policies to create more green spaces in urban

neighbourhoods bring disproportionate benefits to those

from disadvantaged groups, and economic related

inequalities in health are lower in areas with access to

greenspace.

e Evidence shows that local authorities working with local
communities to develop plans for green space will help

stimulate physical activity in communities.

Water and Main policies: The main policies to reduce pollution of land and | Main policies: Mapping of road run-off which pollutes rivers and education | Very
land water are regulations on water companies, industries, and on waste-water misconnections. limited
pollution agriculture to limit the amount of sewage, chemical and Impacts: evidence

agricultural products that enter rivers, seas, and the land. Since

the 1990s these have led to a reduction in water pollution in e Only one of London’s 41 river water bodies is classed as ‘good’ — three

England. However, there were over 14,000 discharges of are ‘bad’, five are ‘poor” and the rest are ‘moderate’.

sewage into Scottish rivers in 2022 and 300,000 discharges of e We did not find specific evidence of impacts on people from ethnic

sewage into rivers and seas per year in England. Agriculture minority communities.

continues to be a major source of the pollution. Rivers and

waterways in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland’s are less

polluted than those in England.

Impacts: We found little analysis of the impact of these policies

on people.
Food and Main policies: The main policies related to food focus on Main policies: Programmes to encourage people to reduce food waste and | Very
farming reducing the environmental harm of farming on the natural buy and grow locally produced food. limited

environment. Up until the UK left the European Union, this was evidence

governed across the UK by the Common Agricultural Policy but

is now governed by the Environmental Land Management

Schemes.

Main impacts: We found no evidence of the impact of these policies on

ethnic minority communities in London.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439/Improving_access_to_greenspace_2020_review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439/Improving_access_to_greenspace_2020_review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439/Improving_access_to_greenspace_2020_review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439/Improving_access_to_greenspace_2020_review.pdf
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/projects/improving-publics-health/access-green-and-open-spaces-and-role-leisure-services
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/projects/improving-publics-health/access-green-and-open-spaces-and-role-leisure-services
https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/02/the-state-of-our-waters-the-facts/
https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/02/the-state-of-our-waters-the-facts/
https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/Your-Home/Your-Waste-Water/Overflow-Spill-Data
https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/Your-Home/Your-Waste-Water/Overflow-Spill-Data
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-agency-publishes-event-duration-monitoring-data-for-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-agency-publishes-event-duration-monitoring-data-for-2022
https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/02/the-state-of-our-waters-the-facts/
https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/02/the-state-of-our-waters-the-facts/
https://www.wcl.org.uk/not-one-river-in-england-in-good-health.asp
https://www.wcl.org.uk/not-one-river-in-england-in-good-health.asp
https://www.wcl.org.uk/not-one-river-in-england-in-good-health.asp
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/climate-change/climate-adaptation/river-health?ac-54666=54665&ac-54660=54659
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-overview/environmental-land-management-scheme-overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-overview/environmental-land-management-scheme-overview

Impacts:

e We could find little evidence of the impact of these policies
and the quality of food they produced on people from ethnic
minority communities.
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