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Irish Traveller Women and Domestic Violence Conference - October 2009
Conference Recommendations

Contact: info@solacewomensaid.org for further information or call 0207 428 7656.
Multi Agency Working and Training 
1. Develop local specialist support services (in partnership or independently) to work with families affected by domestic violence in the Irish Traveller community including services focusing on literacy, alcohol use and/or unemployment
2. Improve representation at Multi agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARAC) 
3. Develop a local single point of contact for families affected by domestic violence
4. Police data systems to add ethnic field recognising travellers
5. Front line services to be more aware of specialist support on offer particularly the use of 3rd party reporting centres
6. Improve links between services and make appropriate supported referrals to minimise risk 
7. Deliver specialist training across all agencies run in partnership with travellers
8. Police to develop a better understanding of cultural issues e.g. that traveller men tend not to be afraid of police therefore the law is little threat.
9. Irish Traveller Women and Domestic Violence training could be incorporated into existing DV training – for refuges, health services, police, social services, substance misuse services and education
10. Ensure that agencies understand & recognise that Irish travellers living in houses are still part of the Irish traveller community but equally that some travellers have an intense fear of ‘bricks and mortar’ accommodation.
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Refuges and Safety
11. Recognise the lack of site provision as this may contribute to high levels of domestic violence. Implement Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessments (GTANA) and ensure site numbers meet need. 
12. Travellers resident in refuges should be notified when new travellers move in to a refuge to avoid conflict between families
13. Refuges to make available caravan sites to traveller women as opposed to ‘bricks and mortar’
14. Reviewing the policy stipulating an upper age limit for boys and encouraging individual risk assessments where access to safe accommodation is extremely limited because of high numbers of children/young people in the family. (NB Solace Women’s Aid manages a specific refuge with self contained units where an upper age limit for boys does not apply) 
Awareness Raising

15. Raise awareness of specialist services to local travellers groups in accessible formats 
16. Raise awareness of specialist services to local authorities and all other agencies working with Irish travellers
17. Raise Awareness nationally by identifying good local practice and roll out nationally – e.g. availability of bungalows 
18. Awareness of the cultural needs of Irish Travellers also where the community is based locally
19. Increase capacity building in the women’s sector on issues of concern to traveller women
Education
20. Identify barriers with traveller families and education 

21. Ensure that vocational studies are more accessible and promoted as a viable education option for traveller children/young adults

22. Look at ways of making education more accessible and of greater value  
23. Include the history of Irish Travellers in the national curriculum
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Participation, Representation and Discrimination

24. Always engage travellers in the process and build a rapport with the travelling community
25. Encourage pathways to Traveller Communities and representation on behalf of Travellers wherever possible
26. Encourage self referrals recognise cultural resistance to engage with police for fear of repercussions from the traveller community
27. Identify barriers to support in working with the voluntary & statutory sectors

28. Involve a specialist traveller advocate in the process with all agencies especially police, the courts and social services
29. Conduct research into Irish Traveller Women/Children and Domestic Violence to identify prevalence and impact
30. Representatives from Traveller Community to engage DV forums
31. Identify an MP for the Irish Traveller Community 
32. Engage positively with the Irish Traveller Community to break down stereotypes on either side and gain knowledge of their cultural needs

33. Develop positive media awareness

34. Funding of traveller women’s organisation
35. Recognition of traveller inclusion in national indicators (CAA) 

36. Implement the laws in respect of Race Relations, Human Rights and Equal Opportunities. 

37. Develop adequate numbers of sites - enforce the legislation to ensure this
38. Develop materials that are user friendly - DVD’s and leaflets

39. Ensure that policies are fully inclusive to Irish Travellers

40. Information published should be accessible to all – e.g. audio or pictures  
41. Develop local strategies to engage the Irish Traveller community, implement equal impact assessments and include in DV strategies.

Contact: info@solacewomensaid.org for further information or call 0207 428 7656.
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