Young traveller goes
online to fight prejudice

By Shirley
Hastings

A YOUUNG gypsy traveller
in Inverness has gone on
line In an allemp to put an
ond to years of discriming-
tion and stigmn

Lizanme MeGroary (14) is
part of a group of five
voung people from across
the Highlands and other
parts of Seolland who ha
launched the couniry's
first website dedicated to
yionirg gypsy travell

“Come Look AL Us” is an
attempt 1o put an end to

the misconceplions and
sterectvpical views thail
surround the culiure of

travelling people

The site thie resnlt of
L n  months work
phves people un Insight into
the life of voung el
peaple as well as providing
a platform for them to mesl
and share their views

Lizanne, who was re
sponsible for the photo-
graphs and games on the
gile, has been lving at the
Longman {ravellers' site
for nearly three years with

her mother Elizabeth, (s
ther John and 15year-old
brother Joseph

She clalms much of her
time spent Hving in towns
and cities has been over
shadowed by watching her
friends become the victims
abuse. She hopes the site

ill encourage people o
find oul n nbout  the
travellers and put an end
| to the atigma assoclated

with thelr colture

"From my experience
no-one has really been in
terested In finding out
about our culture and peo
ple often assume that if
they mesl one fraveller
they've met them all,” ahe
stated, “All the work that
has gone Into producing

e

the site will be worth it if it
helps people  understand
ug more,”

Lizanne claimed that,
while attitudes towards
the travelling culture are
slowly beginning Lo
change, there is siill a huge
gap in understanding
Many of her friends were
convineed the web site
wonld not slop people un-
[airly judging her

“] know people who have
gilflfered verbal abuse for
yenrs and they thought the
site would be a waste of
time bt 1 was determined
o prove them wrong,” she
added. “It was o blg chal-
lenge [or me becauge be-
fore the project | wos very
wary of people but working
with this group has made
me much more trusting

The initiative was insti-
pited by Save the Children
and made possible through
linding from the Chase
Millenminm Awand project
for socially excluded chil
dren

Inverness bhased Chase
menlor Karen Powell ex
plained that the alm of the
Initiative is 1o dispel the
gllgma attached (o travel-
lng people and pul an end
to the negative views sur
rounding their culture

“It has been hard work
peiling evervone togelher,
with some of the young
peaple involved travelling
fromm as far away as Wick
and Skye to altend the
meetings in Invemess, bul
the group have been dedi
cated to the project and

warked extremaly hard
over tha past five months ™

The group's efforts can
bt LR it

WWW
comelookatus.org 1

i

Lizanne McGroary 5 |

does some work |
on the Come Look
At Us wobslite. !




